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Secretary of the Treasury, under certain de- 


sions of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
aa issued a circular, in which he states that no 
verpayment of duties will be refunded from the 
Treasury, unless in cases where they have been 


a8 


said under protest. These gentlemen consider 
themselves aggrieved by that decision, and they 
isk for some legislation in order that they, as well 
as those who have paid under protest, may come 
in for indemnification for duties paid beyond what 
che law required. 1 move that, without reading, 
the petition be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MILLER presented the petition of John 
Thomas, representing that he has invented certain 
improvements jn steamboats, to prevent the loss 
f life in case of fire or collision, and praying such 
action in the case as the Senate may Sins proper; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of S. 
Corley and others, Chaplains in the Army, pray- 
ing to be allowed compensation for servant hire; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I beg leave to 
present the memorial of the Relief Steamboat 
Company, of Massachusetts, in which they set 
forth the services which they rendered in April, 
1850, after the occurrence of a storm in the har- 
bor of Boston, or in Massachusetts bay, by which 
the light at Minot’s Ledge was overturned and 
carried away. These parties then came forward, 
and for a considerable space of time, by their boat, 
supplied the exigency arising from the loss of the 
sokp houne. They never received any compensa- 
tion for their services, and they now ask Congress 
to remunerate them. I present their memorial, 


and move its reference to the Committee on Com- ; 


merce, to whose attention I respectfully com- 
mend it. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of Sarah 
Kemble, widow of Charles Kemble, a soldier in 
the last war with Great Britain, who died of dis- 
ease contracted in the service, praying a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition of inhabitants 


of Somersworth, New Hampshire, praying that | 
bounty land may be granted to all soldiers of the | 
last war with Great Britain; which was referred 


to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HALE. I have received a petition, signed 
by the laborers in the employ of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in which they represent that by a 
late act of Congress the wages of the laborers in 
one Bureau of that Department—the Land Office 
—have been raised above theirs. They say that 
they are doing the same service as the laborers of 
the Land Office, and in the same building, and 
therefore they think it unjust that there should be 
a distinction between them. I ask that the memo- 
rial may be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

It was so referred. 

_Mr. BELL presented the memorial of John 
Shoemaker, asking payment for a reservation, as 
provided in the treaty with the Cherokee Indians 
in 1835 and 1836; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented a memorial 
of the Legislature of lowa, praying a grant of 
land to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Davenport to Council Bluffs; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MALLORY presented a petition of clerks 
in the office of the comnfandant at the Pensacola 
navy-yard, praying an increase of their compen- 
sation; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of Ambrose W. Thomp- 
Son, praying Congress to establish a line of mail 
steamers between San Francisco and China; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. GEYER presented the petition of James 
Pool, praying indemnity for land to which he had 
aright of preémption and for which he paid the 
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‘usual price, but which the Government of the 


United States granted.and patented to another 
person; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented two memorials, signed 
by citizens of Maine, praying for the passage of 
the bill commonly known as Bennett’s land bill; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of T. Mayo and eighty-two 
other citizens of Brooks, Maine, praying the es- 
tablishment of a mail route from Brooks to Ban- 
gor, in that State; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of merchants and others of 
Baltimore, Maryland, praying the erection of 
permanent signals on certain dangerous points on 
the Florida reef; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I present sundry memo- 
rials, signed by officers and other persons, praying 
that a hundred and sixty acres of land be given to 
each person who served in the war of 1812, and! 
ask that these memorials may be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. Several days ago I 
presented a bill granting the relief asked for by 
these petitioners, and I sincerely hope that it will 
receive the favorable action of the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

They were so referred. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I have also received, and 
been requested to present to the Senate, a memo- 
rial, signed by merchants, underwriters, and others 
interested in the welfare of our mercantile marine, 
in which they ask that the tax now exacted from 
seamen under the name of ‘hospital money,”’ 
may be abolished; that a statement be made to 
Congress of the amount received for hospital 
money since the establishment of the Government, 
and of the amount thus collected which has been 
expended for the support of marine hospitals. 
They also ask that a committee be appointed by 
Congress to take into consideration, and report at 
the next session, a plan for the establishment of 
naval schools in our principal Atlantic ports for 
the education of youth for the mercantile marine. 
They further pray that the law requiring that two 
thirds of the men composing the crews of Ameri- 
can ships shall consist of American citizens, be 
repealed. I move the reference of the memorial 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a memorial 
of the Legislature of Iowa, praying a grant of 
land to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Davenport to Council Bluffs; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. TOUCEY presented a petition of William 
Brown and others, in behalf of the pilots, ship- 
masters, and ship-owners of New York, praying 
that a bell beacon may be placed at Race Rock, 
on Long Island Sound; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GEYER submitted an additional document 
relating to the claim of John Owen, which, with 
his memorial on the files of the Senate, was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 


REPAIR OF THE LONG BRIDGE. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I wish to pre- 
sent to the Senate a communication that has been 
addressed to the two Senators from Virginia by a 
number of the members of the Legislature of that 
State, which is now sitting; in which they ask us 
to endeavor to obtain an appropriation for the re- 
pair or reconstruction of the Long Bridge over the 
Pocantne, which was damaged by a freshet during 
last summer. I ask the Senate to allow me to 
present this paper in the form of a memorial to 
the Senate, in order that it may have its appropri- 
ate reference to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

This is a matter in which those citizens of 
Virginia who live near to the city of Washington 
are deeply interested, in reference to their com- 
munication with market; and we all know that 
the citizens of Washington particularly, who are 


| immediately under the jurisdiction of Congress, feel 
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also a very deep interest in obtaining a renewal of 
the communication with the opposite shore. My 
own belief is, that the Committee on the District 
of Columbia will find it better to ask for an ap- 
propriation of whatever sum may be necessary to 
repair the old bridge in such a manner as to admit 
of its being crossed, and at the same time to have 
the bridge at the Falls repaired. A controversy 
has unfortunately arisen between the citizens of 
the District of Columbia, in the cities of Wash 
ington and Georgetown, as to the proper site for 
some future permanent bridge. While that con- 
troversy lasts, they have no communication at al! 
[ hope it will be found expedient by the committee 
to ask for such an appropriation when orie of the 
general appropriation bills shall come up for con 
sideration, as may renew the communication be- 
tween the two sides of the riverat both these points 
I present at the same time a resolution from the 
Common Council of Alexandria, asking an appro 
priation for the same purpose. I ask that both 
this resolution and the memorial which I have 
heretofore referred to, be committed to the Com 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr.SHIELDS. I will take the liberty of stating, 
in response to the Senator from Virginia, that we 
presented such a proposition on a former occasior 
for the repair of this bridge, in order that it might, 
in the first place, be used as a bridge of service for 
the District, until some other and better plan should 
be agreed upon; but after a very long struggle in 
this body, the committee were defeated in that 
proposition, as the honorable Senator will very 
well recollect, greatly to my regret. I was then 
aware of the inconveniences which would arise, 
and | am glad that the subject is now brought up, 
in order to enable us to bring forward the proposi 
tion again under more favorable auspices. 

The memorial and resolution were referred to 
the Committee on the District of Colhambia. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate, two memorials of officers of the Army 
serving in New Mexico, presented March 8, 1862 

On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of Wilham Reed, on thie 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Military 
Atlairs. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which were referred documents 
relating to the claim of Sylvanus Culver, submit 
ted a report, accompanied by a bill for the relief 
of Sylvanus Culver and the heirs of John Pearson 
which was read and passed to the second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of David W. 
Alexander, praying remuneration for losses sus 
tained during the war with Mexico, submitted an 
adverse report thereon; whic! 
printed. 


was ordered to be 


THE BASTROP GRANT. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which the subject was referred, 
reported a bill confirming certain land claims in 
Louisiana, in the Bastrop grant; which was read 
and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. DOWNS. Mr. President, this bill is to 
confirm a certain class of claims reported on favor- 
ably by the commissioners ay pointed for that pur- 
pose. It has been recommended by the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office and the Secre- 
tary of the Interior There is no dispute at all 
about it. I hope, therefore, that the Senate will 
agree to consider it at this time. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It proposes to enact that such of the 
claims entered in the report of the 30th of July, 
1852, of the register and receiver at Monroe, 
Louisiana, as, in their opinion, ought to be con 
firmed, according to the principles recognized in 
the act of Congress of March 3d, 145], pursuant 


to which that report was made, be confirmed to 
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the extent and under the limitations referred to in 


the opinions of those officers. wa 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed; and, on 


motion by Mr. Downs, the report accompanying 
the bill was ordered to be printed. 


COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS. 
On motion by Mr. JONES, of lowa, it was 


Ordered, That an additional member be appointed on the 
Committee on Enrolled Bills, and that the appointment be 
made by the President pro tempore ; aud 


Mr. Carucart was appointed. 
POSTAL CONVENTION. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

kesolved, That the President, if not incompatible with 
the public interest, be requested to communicate such in 
formation as he possesses, in regard to the execution of the 
postal convention between the United States and Great 
Briain; stating whether postal matter is torwarded by the 
Engtish Government in conformity with the provisions of 
such convention. 

MENOMONEE INDIANS. 


Mr. WALKER. 1 wish to offer the following 
resolution at this time: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into and report to the Senate, what sum, 
if any, is equitably and justly due from the United States 
to the Menomonee tribe of Indians, and on what terms and 
conditions, and in what manner, such sum should be paid 
to said Indians. 

If there be no objection, Lask the Senate to 
adopt the resolution at this time, in order that the 
Committee on Indian Affairs may have before 
them for investigation this much-mooted subject, 
prior to the time when the subject may again be 
sprung upon the Senate when the Indian appro- 
priation bill comes up. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


REFERENCE OF HOUSE BILLS. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read the first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Pensions: 

A bill for the relief of Henry Miller, a soldier of 
the war of 1812. 


A bill for the relief of William Lynch, a soldier | 


of the late war with Great Britain. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Staples. 

A bill for the relief of Aaron Stafford. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Baury. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Pearson. 

A bill for the relief of Nathan H. Darling. 

A bill for the relief of Gilman Smith, of Syca- 
more, in the State of Illinois. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth E. V. Field, 
widow of Captain G. P. Field, of the United States 
Army. 


The following bills were severally read the first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands: 

A bill for the relief of John Ozias. 

A bill for the relief of William J. Price. 

A bill for the relief of C. L. Swayze, in relation 
to the location of certain Choctaw scrip. 

The following bills and joint resolutions were 
read the first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads: 

A bill for the relief of John J. Sykes 

A joint resolution for the relief of J. P. Con- 
verse. 

An act for the relief of the Southern Michican 
Railroad Company. 

A bill for the relief of John Dearmit. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Thompson 
Barnet. 


The following bills were read the first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
= Affairs: 

bill for the relief of Josiah P. Pilcher, late a 
private in Company F, Second Kentucky regi- 
met.t of volunteers, in the war with Mexico. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs-at-law of An- 
thory G. Willis, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the widow and orphan 
children of Colonel William B. McKee, late of 
Lexington, Kentucky. 

A bill to provide for the payment of the compa- 
nies of Captains Bush, Price, and Suarez, for mili- 
tary services in Florida. 


The following bills were read the first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs: 

A bill for the relief of Dr. S. R. Addison, passed 
assistant surgeon in the United States Navy. 

A bill for the relief of Jacob J. Storer. 

A bill for the relief of Harlow Spaulding. 

The following bills were read the first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Claims: 

A bill for the relief of Captain George Simpton, 
of Galveston. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Bernard Todd. 

The bill for the relief of John B. Rodgers, of 
was sead the first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph M. Wilcoxon, 
was read the first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
‘‘to surrender to the State of Ohio the unfinished 
portion of the Cumberland road in said State,”’ 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

Mr. WADE. Iask the unanimous consent of | 
the Senate for the second reading and considera- 
tion of the bill at this time. I believe there can 
be no possible objection to it. The object of it is 
barely to surrender to the State of Ohio the unfin- 
ished portion of the national road, the finished 
part having been already surrendered. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a | 
second time, and the Senate proceeded to consider 
it as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
grant to the State of Ohio, so much of the Cum- 
berland road as lies between the city of Spring- 
field, Clark county, Ohio, and the west line of 
that city, and all the interest of the United States 
in it; together with the timber, stone, and other 
materials belonging to the United States, and pro- 
cured for the purpose of being used in its con- 
struction. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a | 
third time, and passed, 

HEIRS OF JOSEPH ARNOW. 


The bill from the House of Representatives ‘‘for 
the relief of the heirs or legal representatives of 
Joseph Arnow, deceased,’’ was read a first time, 
and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. CHARLTON. [I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to consider that bill at this tinee. 
Its object is to extend, for a certain time, the pro- 
visions of an act of Congress, and to enable a 
party who was debarred from presenting his claim, 
to present it. | 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 
second time and considered as in Committee of | 
the Whole. It proposes to direct the judge of the 
district court of the United States for the northern 
district of Florida, to receive and adjudicate the 
claim of the heirs or legal representatives of Jo- 
seph Arnow, deceased, under the provisions of 
the act of Congress of June 26th, 1834, entitled | 
‘* An act for the relief of certain inhabitants of East 
Florida,’’ and that those claims be settled at the 
Treasury in the same manner as claims under that 
act. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM SPEIDEN. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 
of the Senate ‘* for the relief of William Speiden.”’ 

The amendment was to fill a blank in the ori- | 
ginal bill with ** two and a half,’’ so as to make | 
the bill read ‘* that the accounting officers of the 
‘Treasury be directed to allow to William Spei- 
‘den two and a half per cent. on the amount of 
military contributions received by him while 
acting as purser to the United States frigate Con- 
cress, and paymaster and commissary to the land 
forces on the coast of the Pacific during the 
Mexican war,’’ &e. 

On motion by Mr. MALLORY, the amendment 
was concurred in. 


ELIZABETH V. LOMAX. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 


South Carolina, 
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“na we w& 
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ments of the House of Representatives to the bill | 
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‘granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Vv 







Jan. 11, 


max;’’ which was to strike out the ae 
7 Sion 


granting to her a pension of thirty dollars 
during her natural life, and insert in lieu the 

‘*one half the monthly pay to which her hy as 
was entitled at the time of his death, commer . 
on the Ist of January, 1850, a 


& month 


> 


and to continy 


and during the term of five years.” ae 
On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate co: 


curred in the amendment. 
ICE-BOATS ON THE POTOMAC RIVER 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, the Senate, 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded 


as ir 


LO conside 


the joint resolution ‘*to provide ice-boats for — 
Potomac river.”’ It proposes to authorize the 
Postmaster General, in addition to the ordinary 
steamboat service on the Potomac, to entrar 
with the Washington and Fredericks)ure Stes, 
boat Company for an efficient ice-boat a 4 
boats for the conveyance of the mail d; he 
winter months, provided the additional expence 
thereof shall not exceed $20,000 per annum, 
Mr. ADAMS. I move to strike out the words 


‘* with the Washington and Frederi@ksburg St 
boat Company,”’ so as simply to authorize the 
Postmaster General to make a contract, withoy: 
prescribing that he shall make it with this par. 
ticular company. 

Mr. MASON. Ido not like to object to the 
amendment, for I do not want to embarrass the 
resolution in any way, and I do not want to give 
rise to objectton in the mind of any Senator. But 
it is perfectly understood that there is a mail line 
carrying the mails under contract between this 
city and Richmond, and the steamboat service on 
the Potomac is a part of that mail line. Now, if’ 
we were to interfere with that contract, and make 
an agreement with somebody else for an ice- 
boat, it might break up the whole route, and the 
present system. The object of this joint resolu- 
tion is simply to authorize the Postmaster Gen- 


} ar- 


' eral, if he deemit proper, by using this appropria- 


tion, to keep an ice-boat always in order. The 
appropriation is contingent, depending upon his 
discretion. I will not object to the amendment, 
but | would much prefer that the Senator would 
withdraw it, and allow the joint resolution to pass 
in the shape in which it has been recommended by 
the responsible officers. 

Mr. ADAMS. I am not tenacious about the 
amendment. My objection is a general one. | 
am opposed to requiring an officer of the Govern- 
ment to make a contract with a particular individ- 
ual to do a particular thing, especially in reference 
to the transportation of the mails. 1 have made it 
a rule to vote against all propositions of that char- 
acter. I take it for granted that the contract wil 
be made with this company, if a better contract 
can be made with them than with any one else; but 
I cannot consent to vote for any bill authorizing 
a special contract to be made with particular indi- 
viduals. Competition ought to be open for all. 

Mr. RUSK. This is not at all in the nature 
of a new contract. It is for additional service un- 
der a contract already in existence; and hence the 
only reason for putting in the name of the com- 
pany is, that the contract is already theirs. Now, 
in the first place, the amendment proposed by the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi, will be totally 
inoperative. These parties now carry the mal, 
and, asa matter of course, they are able and would 
beable to keep up this ice-boat on much better terms 
than any other contractors; and the truth is, no one 
would come and make a contract of this description 
for aservice which would be temporary, and merely 
at the time the Potomac river would be closed 1p 
by ice. The object is to provide for this addl- 
tional service which may be rendered necessary, 
as it was last winter, by the river being frozen. 
If the Potomac be closed up by ice, not only isthe 
mail from the South to this city interrupted, but 
one great link in the chain of mail communication 
between the northern and southern sections of the 
country is stopped This, then, is simply 1 the 
nature of an additional service to be performed by 
a company whe have already, under your laws, 
contracted for the performance of ordinary mall 
service. . 

Mr. ADAMS. If Senators have any objection 
to my present motion, I may agree to modify !t 8° 
as to provide that the contract be made with! 
contractors for carrying the mail on that route. 
That contract will be out in a few years, and 4 
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Here you authorize 


“act must bem ude. 
to be made With this particular compa- 
9 sherefore, if they should not be the suc- 
bidders at the next letting, you could not 


-vice from them, and transfer it to the 


se 
ontractors. 
: vir. RUSK. _I have no objection to the amend- 
’ ir. BRODHEAD. I cannot well understand 
mild provide an ice-boat on the Poto- 
d pay some $20,000 a year for it, and not 
e came thing in regard to other rivers. It is 
ta very important mail is transported fora 
tan » upon this river; but we transport 
mails on other rivers which are occa- 
iv closed by ice; and if we commence sup- 
e-boats on the Potomac, we shal! in a very 
1e be asked to supply them on many other 
_ | cannot see why we should provide an 
oat in the manner asked for in this joint res- 
id not on otherrivers. I think this ques- 
was discussed at the last session, and if my 


y W 


memory be correct, it was voted down. It was 
offered as an amendment to one of the general ap- 
nropriation bills, arid was then rejected. I may, 


however, be mistaken on that point. 

lhe amendment was agreed to, the joint resolu- 
tion was reported to the Senate as amended, and 
the amendment was concurred in; the resolution 
was ordered to a third reading, read a third time, 
and nassed. 

TONNAGE DUTIES. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask the indulgence of the 
eto take up the bul ‘*to repeal an act en- 
titled ‘An act concerning tonnage duties on Spanish 

>’? My purpose is to move that it be made 
he special order for some distant day. 

Mr. GWIN. I would suggest to the Senator 
that there are many special orders already on t! 


sé 


Vessels. 


tne 
ind if he wishes to have the bill considered, 
it would be better for him to give notice of his in- 
tention to call it up at a certain time. 
The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ac- 
cordingly proceeded to consider the bill; and on 
motion by Mr. Sewarp, its further consideration 
was postponed, and it was made the special order 
for this day two weeks, (25th instant. ) 

Mr. SEWARD. I havea paper in my hands 
from the British provinces, showing the interest 
which is taken there in reference to the com- 
merce from Cuba and Porto Rico to this country, 
and from the United States there, which I submit 
to the Senate, and ask to have printed. 

The motion to print was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

BRITISH COLONY IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I move, with a 

view to let all the facts on the subject which we 
were discussing yesterday come before the Amer- 
ican people, to whom they ought to go as speedily 
as may be, that we now proceed to the considera- 
tion of Executive business, in order to take off the 
injunction of secrecy in reference to the treaty we 
were discussing yesterday. : 
The motion was agreed to. 
The Senate accordingly proceeded to the con- 
leration of Executive business, and after some 
time spent therein, the doors were reopened, and 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, January 11, 185: 

; The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. James GaLLaner. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER. The first question before the 
House is the motion to recommit House bill No. 
J=0, to prevent frauds upon the Treasury of the 
United States. : 
Mr. IV ES. I wish to ask the unanimous con- 
it of the House to present a resolution. 
M r. MACE. I object. 

The SPE AKER. It is objected to in advance. 
a Mr. iN ES. I hope it will not be objected to, 
The object of it is simply to get from the War 
Department a report of surveys and estimates, 
which are ready to be made to the House. 

Mr. VENABLE. Let the resolution be read. 

he resolution was then read, as follows: 

; Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
co nmunic ate to this House what survey, plan, and esti- 
Mew Won been made in reference to Cape Vincent harbor, 
f ork, under the direction of the War Departinent. 


Prayer 


Re} 


The objection was adhered to, and the resolu- 
tion was not introduced. 

{A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Aspury Dickins, its Secretary, in- 
forming the House that the Senate had passed bills 
of the following titles: 

S. No. 94. An act to increase the efficiency of 
the Army bya retired list for disabled officers; and 

S. No. 472. An act for the relief of William 
Moss and Matthew Moss. ] 

CENSUS REPORT. 

Mr. GORMAN. I wish at this time to make 
a report from the Committee on Printing for the 
House, under a resolution of the House. 

Mr. KING, of New York. Ido not wish the 
bill to prevent frauds upon the United States to 
receive the go-by, by this report from a commit- 
tee. ; ; 

Mr. GORMAN. 
a moment. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Printing 
have the right to report atany time. 

Mr. GORMAN. [ask that the report be read. 

The report was then read, as follows: 

The Committee ofthe House of Representatives on Print 
ing, have had under consideration the resolution propos 
ing to print one hundred thousand copies of the report of 
the Superintendent of the Census, which accompanied the 


last message of the President, and find that the cost will be 
as follows: 
OFFice SUPERINTENDENT OF PuBLIC PRINTING, } 
December 27,1852. 4 

Sir: Inreply to your inquiry as to the cost of one hun 
dred thousand extra copies of the Census report accompa 
nying the President’s message, I have to state, that it will 
be $5,602 64, for the ene hundred thousand copies, (or five 
cents and six mills per copy. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, JNO. T. TOWERS. 

Hon. Mr. Meacuam, House of Representatives. 

They therefore report the same back to the House for its 
action, without any recommendation. 

Respectfully, W.A. 
Chairman Committee 
r _— : , > , 
The resolution was as follows: 

** Resolved, That one hundred thousand copies of there 
port of the Superintendent of the Census (which accom 
panies the last message of the President) be printed sepa- 
rately, for the use of the members of this House.”’ 

Mr. DEAN. I move the adoption of the reso- 
lution, and upon that I call the previous question. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 

| the resolution, and it was agreed to. 


FRAUDS UPON THE TREASURY. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
motion to recommit the bill to prevent frauds on 
the Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, as 
the pending motion was made by me, and has 
been noticed by the newspapers in such a manner 
as to indicate that I had obtained the floor at the 
close of the speech made by my colleague, [Mr. 
O.ps,] with a view of replying to him, a brief 
explanation may be necessary to set myself right. 

I rose and addressed the Speaker on that occa- 
sion simply to ask my colleague a question, and 
not with any view of replying to his speech. I 
had not even read the testimony in the case, and 
of course was not prepared to reply. But when 
I inquired of my colleague whether he differed 
with the committee, when they said there was no 
evidence *‘ tending to prove”’ that Mr. Corwin had 
any knowledge of the fraudulent character of the 
claim, he refused to reply, but said I had the 
floor, and the testimony was before me, and that I 
could reply to his speech, I did not feel at liberty 
to decline his challenge. 

I understood very well why my colleague re- 
fused to answer my question. If he answered the 
question, an answer would go into his speech, and 
might have some tendency to counteract it. If he 
had answered my question in the affirmative, and 
said he did differ with the committee, I designed 
simply to say, that as the controversy was be- 
tween him and the committee, I had no desire to 
interfere with it. If he answered that he did not 
differ with the committee, I then intended to in- 
quire why he had singled out Mr. Corwin from 
the great number of members of Congress who 
have for many years, and still are, engaged in 
prosecuting claims against the Government before 
the Executive Departments and in the courts of the 
United States. But as my questions were not 
answered, and I was challenged to reply, | deter- 


This report will consume but 


GORMAN, 
on Printing. 


~ 
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the subject, and engage in the 


: discussion when the 
subject should be aguin breuvht before the House. 
unless some one better qualified would relieve me 
of the task. 

I was reluctant to engage in this discussion, be- 
cause from its very nature it must be to some ex 
tent a personal contest, which of all others 
the greatest repucnance for. 


| have 


I was also aware, sir, that the temptation to 
carry the war into Africa was very strong, and I 
apprehended that 1 could not discuss this subject 
with that and forbearance to- 
wards my colleague, [Mr. Oins,) which he of all 
men of my 


christian charity 


acquaintance stands in the greatest 


need. 

ut, sir, situated as I was, and knowing that 
no man in the nation occupied so high a plaee in 
the confidence and admiration of the people of 
Ohio, and especially of the district which I repre- 
sent,as Mr. Corwin, I ould not 
hold me excused for declining a challenge to defend 
his 


assailed, 


3 
fel 
fé 


that they w 


reputation when ly and ruthlessly 


sO unjust 


Under these circumstances I was much eratified 


when, upon taking my seat. | was ealled upon by 


the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Cuarman, ] 
who was a member of the committee who have had 
the matter in charge, and my colleagrue from the 
Highland district, [Mr. Barrere,] and who ex- 

The 


} 
especially, ms no 


pressed a desire to engage in the discussion 
gentleman 
feeling of State pride or personal friendship to 


from Connecticut 
warp his judgment, and what he may say, ther 

fore, will be entitled consideration than 
anything that I might say, which might be subject 
to the suspicion of being influenced by both these 
considerations. Il 


to more 


therefore, with great pleasure, 
resign the floor to the gentleman from Connecticut. 
I will withdraw the 
which was only made for the purpose of keeping 
the subje ct before the House 

Mr. KING, of New York rentleman 
will give way to my colleague, [Mr. Havex,] he 
has an amendment, in the shape of ai additional 
section, which he desires to offer under the arrange- 
ment made by the House the other day, by which 
they may he offered, and considered as under con- 
1 If the 
recommit, 


also motion to reconsider, 


sideration, and acted upon in their order. 
rentleman will withdraw the motion t 
those amendments will be offered 

Mr. STANTON. I designed to withdraw the 
motion to recommit, and only made it to keep the 
question before the Elouse. 

Mr. HAVEN. a couple of 
additional sections, though not directly connected 
with the subject under consideration. 

No objection being 


ments were offered: 


| propose to offer 


made, the following amend- 


Sec. And be it further enacted, That any person who, 
with intent to steal, shall take and carry away any record, 
paper, or proceeding Of a court of justices filed or deposited 


with any clerk or officer of such court, or any 
document, or record filed or deposited in any public office 
or with any judicial or public officer, shall, without refer 
ence to the value of the record, paper, document, 
ceeding so taken, be liable to indictment as tor 
any courtof the United States having jurisdic 

trial of crimes and mised 
and upon conviction thereof, shall pay a fine 
two thousand dollars, or suffer 
tiary not exceeding three years, 
discretion shall adjudge 

And beit fu That any officer hav 
ing the custody of any record, document, paper, or proceed 
ing specified in the last preceding section of this 
shall fraudulently take away, or withdraw, or destroy any 
such record, document, paper, or proceeding filed in his 
office, or deposited with him or in his custody, shall bejiable 
to indictment as for a misdemeanor in any court of the 
United States having jurisdiction forthe trial of crimes and 
misdemeanors against the United States, and on conviction 
thereof, shall pay a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars, 
or suffer imprisonment in a penitentiary 
years, or both, as the court in its discretion shall adjudge, 
and shall forfeit his office, and be forever afterwards dis 

qualified from holding any office under the Government of 
the United States. 

Mr. KING. I now move to recommit the bill. 
The object of the motion is to keep the bill before 
the House. 

Mr. CHAPMAN being entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the House an hour upon the subject of 
prosecution of claims against the Government by 
merabers of Congress, and these connected with 
the several departments, as feed attorneys. He 
condemned the practice and was in favor of apply- 
ing a proper remedy as a preventive. He then 
examined the report of the Select Committee on the 


paper, or 


; 





or pre 





larceny in 
tion for the 
United States, 





eanors against the 


not ex ceeding 


npnsonment in a& pentiten 
or both, as the court in its 
See 


ther enacted, 


act, Who 


Ot exceeding three 


| mined (though with some reluctance) to investigate || Gardiner case, and maintained that so far as the 
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proof went it showed that Mr. Corwin had no in- 
terest in the claim when he entered the Treasury 
Department. [His remarks, withheld for revision, 
will be published in the Appendix.] 

Mr. BARRERE next obtained the floor, and 
made some remarks in reply to the speech of his col- 
league (Mr. Ops] against Mr. Corwin. He main- 
tained that Mr. Corwin never had any connection 
with Mr. Gardiner; and that he was engaged as 
attorney in the case while Senator, by Mr. Waddy 
Thompson, on a fee of five per cent. on whatever 
amount might be awarded to Gardiner by the 
board. His percentage was to be paid by Thomp- 
son, being one third of the amount of the fee that 
that gentleman was to receive as attorney in the 
case. He went on to show that Mr. Corwin not 
only disposed of all interest which he had acquired 
b purchase of Robert Corwin in said claim, but 
all interest which he held as attorney in that and 
many other claims pending before the board, before 
he consented to accept the post of Secretary of the 
Treasury. (This speeeh, which is withheld for 
revision, will be published in the Appendix.] 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, then obtained 
the floor. 

Mr. DEAN. If the gentleman will yield me 
the floor, I will move to go into committee. The 
debate has been closed upon the deficiency bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will give way for that pur- 
pose. 

Mr. DEAN. Then I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. STANLY. 
pired yet? 

The SPEAKER. 
yet commenced. 

Mr. STANLY. Then it is in order now to 
call committees for reports. 

The SPEAKER. It is also in order to move to 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; and that motion having been made, 
must be first put. ‘The Chair supposes that in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
the special order will come up, instead of the defi- 
ciency bill. 

Mr. DEAN. Well, sir, either of them will do. 

The question was then put upon Mr. Dean’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Brown, of Missis- 
sippi, in the chair.) 


SUPPRESSION OF SMALL NOTES. 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the special order 
of the day was House bill No. 341, ‘* to suppress 
the circulation of small notes as a currency in the 
District of Columbia.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. I suggest that the committee 
should dispense with the first reading of the bill. 
It will save time to read it by sections. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 
that course will be pursued. 

No objection was made. 

The Clerk then read the first section of the 
bill: 

‘* Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That if any person, or any association, partnership, 
or company of individuals, or any body-politic or corporate 
within the District of Columbia, shall, from and after the 
passage of this act, make, emit, issue, or utter any bill of 
credit, bank note, promissory note, bill of exchange, order, 
ticket, or any other instrumentof writing, in a less amount, 
or of a less denomination than five dollurs, to be used as 
& paper currency, Or as a circulating medium, either as 
money or in lieu of money, or of any other currency, or 
shall make, sign, draw, or indorse any bank note, promis- 
sory note, bill of exchange, bill of credit, order, tickei, or 
any other instrument of writing, obligation, promise, con- 
tract, or agreement, for the payment or delivery of money 
or other valuable thing, or of anything purporting to bea 
valuable thing, of a less amount than five dollars, to be 
used as a paper currency, or as a circulating medium, 
either as money, or in lieu of money or of any other cur- 
rency, every such person, and every member, officer, or 

nt of such association, partnership, company of indi- 
viduals, body-politic or corporate, concerned in or assent- 
ing to such making, emitting, uttering, signing, drawing, or 
indorsing as aforesaid, for any of the purposes aforesaid, 
shall be liable to indi¢tment by the grand jury of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia for a misdemeanor; and, on convic- 
tion thereof, shall be imprisoned for a term not less than 
ten days, nor more than one year, and fined in a sum not 
less than one hundred, nor more than five hundred dollars. 
And it is hereby especially declared and enacted, that in 
the case of an association, partnership, or company of in- 
dividuals, body-politic or corporate, committing any of the 
offenses aforesaid, every individual thereof shall be pre- 
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sumed, prima facie, to be concerned in, and to have as- 
sented to, the commission of such offense, and the burden 
of proving his or her dissent therefrom shall rest on bim or | 


| power. Not only the people of this Dist i 
the people of the adjoining States have been a 


her.?? || dled, and are now being swindled by the 


Mr. CARTTER. 


by striking out the words in italics. 


Mr. Chairman, I offer this amendment for the | 


purpose of bringing to the attention of the com- 
mittee, and testing the proposition, whether we 
will authorize the issue, in this District, of bank 
paper of any denomination. 
to it. The amendments that I have proposed will 
leave the bill, so far as it relates to this subject, 


with penalties and provisions against issuing any | 


bank paper. 

Now, sir, if there is any place on the face of 
this Republic that requires none of the agency of 
bank paper, it is the city of Washington. Inthe 


first place, it is a point at which the metallic con- | 


stitutional currency of the country is always 
abundant with reference to the demand. The | 
city has no commerce of any magnitude, and if it 
had, it could do its business upon commercial 
paper. The trade of the city is supplied and fed 
by the patronees of this Government, who are 
universally paid in constitutional currency. There 
is no extensive business here, no manufacture 
or trade that requires bank paper, that Iam aware 
of. If it could be required under any circum- 
stances, the shin-plaster authority that these bank- 


ing institutions have exercised in this District | 


ought to admonish us to put anend toit. It is 
but a few days since one of these institutions, fol- 
lowing in the footsteps of all institutions of a sim- 
ilar character, exploded; taking the precaution 
before it went down to throw out over the face of 
the country its worthless promises to pay. It is 
since the close of the last session of Congress that 


you have had an exhibition of that kind in this | 


cit 


bank that broke down, or not? 

Mr. CARTTER. I understand that it was 
chartered by the same authority that other banks 
in this District are chartered. They have none of 
them got any charters, as I am informed, but are 


issuing bank paper here without the authority of | 


law, and by implication, under a law—as I am in- 
formed, for I have not examined it myself—that 
was intended to force them into liquidation. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think it will be 
found, upon examination, that there is no bank in 
this city which is incorporated—that their char- 
ters have all expired. I think it was at the’close 
of the Twenty-eighth Congress that an act was 
passed giving them some time, and prescribing 
the manner in which they should close up their 
business and cease to exist. That was the clear 
and manifest intention of Congress. Under a 


construction given to that law by their attorneys, | 


they go on in violation of the law, as I think, and 
continue to circulate this paper issue in the Dis- 
trict. 

Mr.CARTTER. Thatis my information also; 
but whether it is true or not, I would insist upon 
this matter. It is time, I think, that we put an 
end to this business of making a picture and put- 
ting a cashier’s name to it, and 
upon it as upon money. 
sense. 
a point where the necessities of credit do not re- 
quire it. I hope that this Congress will not by 
implication authorize any such humbug upon bus- 
iness. 0 
amendments. Let us in this National Legislature 
set the substantial example of putting an end to a 
species of business unprofitable to anybody ex- 
cept to those who put it in motion. 


Mr. AVERETT. Mr. Chairman, I hope the 
gentleman from Ohio will not embarrass the friends 
of this bill, and run the risk of defeating it, by 

| pressing his amendment. I agree with him, that 
| there is no need of the issue of a paper currency 
here, of any denomination. 1 would not vote for 

| any bill legalizing any such issue. This bill is 
| not intended to legalize it, nor does it legalize it 
either by express terms, or by fair implication. 
It is intended to add to, and make more efficient, 
the penalties of existing laws, prohibiting the is- 
|| sue or circulation within this District, of any pa- 
| per currency under the denomination of five dol- 
| lars. Sir, the laws of the land upon this subject 
'| are openly violated under our noses, before our 
| eyes, and in contempt of law and the law-making 


It is a fraud upon good 


en — - a = 


I move to amend the section | 


|, of the dollar, redeemable in Vire 


Sir, 1 am opposed | 


Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. Was it achartered | 


rawing interest | 


It ought to be ended, and particularly at | 


This is simply ~ view in offering these | 
ai 


_Jan. 11, 


but 
1 8Win- 


eg issue of 
a prohibited paper currency, not redeemable in 


coin; but in some instances so issued, that their 
| redemption cannot be enforced in an ything or any 
where. For, unless I am misinformed 


j : » hoteg have 
|| been put afloat here of dollars with fractional cae 


ginia bank notes, 


when presented in sums of five dollars; but thoge 


fractional parts of the dollar are so arranged, tha: 
you cannot make the precise sum of five dollars 
out of any number of the notes. These notes 
have flooded Maryland and Virginia, and the peo- 
ple of those States have been swindled by them 
We owe it to ourselves—we are bound in duty to 
our constituents to see that our laws, and our law. 
| ful authority shall be respected and obeyed, and 
to protect our people against these law-breakers 
This bill has been well considered by the committee 
which reported it. It may not be perfect—it may 
not go far enough in suppressing an unsound p 
currency. 
3ut L venture to vouch that if you pass it as i 
is, you will effectually prevent the issue of shin. 
plasters under the denomination of five dollars. 
|| Let us take thestep now. Let us back Maryland 
and Pennsylvania, in following the lead of Vir. 
ginia, in the effort to suppress small notes and 
| shinplasters, and insure to the people hard money 
at least for their retail transactions. Pennsylvania 
| and Maryland have tried the experiment of allow. 
| ing their banks to issue small notes for such trang. 
actions. Experience has taught them, that in so 
| doing, a have not only been cursed with their 
ownshinplasters, but with similar issues from other 
States, and especially with the lawless issues from 
this District. They have abandoned their experi- 
| ment, and have prohibited the issue or circulation 
| of any notes under the denomination of five dol- 


Let us 


aper 


|, lars, thus following the lead of Virginia. 
| back and sustain those States. Let us pass this 
bill as itis. I appeal to its friends, not to allow 
it to be jeopardized by amendments. While Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and other States, 
| are issuing five dollar notes, we cannot pass any 
|: law which would at this time be effective in sup- 
pressing their circulation here. This bill is ip- 
| tended to be operative, and effectually operative 
| Let us not sacrifice it to any theory, however 
sound; or to any measure which, though sound 
in principle, must, in the present state of things, 
_ be ineffectual in practice. 

Mr. HALL. That is all right. 

Mr. BOWIE. Mr. Chairman, I had the honor 
| of submitting the resolution directing the Commit- 
; tee on the District of Columbia to inquire into the 

expediency of suppressing the issue of small notes 
in this District; and that committee, after very 
careful examination, and diligent investigation and 
| consultation (as I am informed) with the legal 
| authorities of the District, have prepared the bill 
| which is now under consideration. This bill, Mr. 
| Chairman, is in conformity with the public senti- 
| ment of this District, and that of the adjoining 
| country, which it is designed to benefit. It is in- 
|| tended to obviate evils: which have long oppressed 
and taxed our constituents, and which it is the 
| duty of this Congress to remedy if practicable. lt 
is entirely too late to say that a community of sixty 
or seventy thousand population does not need or 
desire the usual facilities afforded by banking in- 
| stitutions. The whole experience of the country 
is against it. The honorable gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. CartTer] is mistaken when he supposes 
that there is no commerce in this District. The 
/ commerce of the District amounts to some millions 
of dollars annually. It has a very large domestic 
commerce. The inspection of the single article o! 
flour amounts to upwards of one hundred and fifty 
thousand barrels per annum: the greater part 0! 
| which is exported to the eastward, the West In- 
dies, and South America. Ships regularly arrive 
in the port of Georgetown with cargoes of sugar 
and oes from the West Indies, and those cargoe 
| are sold at public auction, attracting the attention 
of many of the merchants of Alexandria and Be! 
|| timore. We have ocular demonstration of the im- 
/mense domestic trade which is going on around 
| us; and unless we, as the representatives of the 
several States, would be willing to deprive our ow? 
constituents of these facilities of credit, we have 
‘no right to withhold them from the people of the 
| District of Columbia. It is our bounden duty © 
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them the facilities which those in other por- 
“of the Union enjoy. Weare their special, 
as their local, legislators. They have no 


give 


e 
sions ol 
ton 


) 
as weil 


. here to protect their interests and urge their 
oice i ad . 4 
vv enjiar claims. ‘This bill was designed to prevent 
nectul Ci . = 


he extraordinary mushroom growth of small 
unking institutions which have no visible capital, 
banking inst 


| which scarcely have a local habitation or a 
and wit : 


ame. 


| hold in my hand now a catalogue of the bank- 

- institutions which have sprung up in this Dis- 
‘et within the last few years. [ am credibly 
formed that there are thirty-six banking institu- 
sons pow in the city; all of which, except five or 
wiv. jssue notes of a less denomination than five 
alesse. The authority to which I allude is the 
Bank Note List and Counterfeit Detector. It gives 
a large list of the banks in this District, most of 
which, to my personal knowledge, are of very 
recent origin. ; 

| agree with the honorable gentleman from Ohio 
‘Mr. CarTTerR] that we have been admonished 
ately of the necessity for some legislation upon 
his subject. We have been admonished by the 
fact that one of these banks exploded as soon as 
the act of the Legislature of Maryland for the 


suppression of small notes went into operation, 


as it did upon the first of October last;) one | 


which had assumed the euphonious.and striking 
name of the Bank of the Union. 
returned to us unredeemed. Now we see upon 
the portals of the doors and windows, in various 
parts of the city, such inscriptions as_ these: 
“Bank of the Republic,”’ ** Bank of America,”’ 
indicating a wonderful influx of banking capital. 
“The Ocean Bank,’’ is emphatically set down in 
the Detector as ** The Ocean Bank of Washing- 
ton,’ a fraud. It is italicized as a fraud in a 
neriodical which is the guide of a large portion of 
ihe commercial population of the United States. 

This further caution is given in this Bank Note 
Detector: 

«“ When compelled to take Washington money, look at 


the quotation; and if no rate of discount is inserted, touch 
it not.”? 


Of the thirty-six banks enumerated, twenty-five | 


have no rate of discount affixed. 

I have no personal acquaintance with any of 
the gentlemen who have established these banks; 
and | have no design to prejudice them in the pub- 
lic estimation. ButI rely upon information which 
has been given me, and which I believe to be sub- 
stantially cggrect. My own constituents suffer 
largely trom the system which has recently grown 
up; because many are small farmers, whe have 
furnished this growing metropolis with all the 
supplies of the dairy, the poultry-yard, and the 
farm. They find this to be their most eligible 
market; onl vlan they bring the fruits of their 
labor here, they expect to receive something of 
intrinsic value in return. When they reach here, 
they are told: ‘* Take your produce back, or take 
our paper.’” Many of them are illiterate men, 
without having the means of ascertaining the com- 
mercial value of this paper; and when they have 
gone home and hoarded up their annual earnings, 
at the commencement of < new year they find 
they have hoarded up nothing but paper. ‘There- 
fore I say it is the duty of the Government to 
remedy this evil. 

Mr. CARTTER, (interposing.) With the con- 
sent of the gentleman, I would like to incorporate 
his speech as a portion of my own. 

Mr. BOWIE. I have not the least objection. 
We know how to distinguish between those banks 
which have become veteran institutions here; 
whose long standing and the credit and the confi- 
dence they have gained in the community, by 
successful and judicious management, have proved 
them worthy of the highest trust—we know 
how to distinguish between those institutions, 
(which are in as high credit as the banks in any 
part of the Union, whether in New York or in 
Ohio,) and these men of straw, who have no local 
habitation or a name. This District has been made 
the theater of the experimentum crueis, for the the- 
ories of legislation. We who live in the vicinity 
of this District know who to trust and who to 
avoid. And all we ask of Congress, as its local 
‘egislature is, that it will furnish a substantial basis 
of circulation by withdrawing the small note cur- 
rency. Why should we shut our eyes against 
the experience of other States? Why should we 
permit that in this District which you will not per- 





Its notes are | 


TH 





mit at home? Which of you would authorize 
the promiscuous issue of small notes in your own 
State? Who among you would give credit to 
such paper? Yet what else do you do in this case? 
If you sanction such a circulation, you sanction 
the withdrawal of a specie currency. You afford 
to those who are designing enough to fabricate such 
paper and impose it upon unsuspecting and cred- 
ulous men, the means of perpetrating the most 
onerous of taxes. You afford them the oppor- 
tunity of inflicting upon this community an irrep- 
arable injury. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Averetr] 


| has well said that this was a species of legislation 
| in which the neighboring States have concurred. 


| any bank, except as a depositor. 


This bill was designed as a response to the legis- 
lation of those States. 

I have no objection to the honorable gentleman 
from Ohio introducing here, or elsewhere, the free 
banking system, giving security to every one— 
giving official sanction to every note; but until this 
is done, let us not withdraw from this people the 
necessary facilities of commerce. I do not mean 
to say the honorable gentleman from Ohio is really 
hostile to this bill. have not the right to suspect 
that it is not a fair amendment, designed to im- 
prove the system; but his amendment is hostile to 
the operation of the great reform which the people 
of this District, joining with the people of the coun- 
try, are so anxious to have brought about. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been intimated in the public 
rints, that those who have advocated this bill 
hate some sinister purpose of their own to answer 
—that myself, in particular, as a Marylander, 
wished to subserve the interests of Maryland, by 
suppressing the circulation of these small notes, 
and thereby enabling the banks of Maryland to 
supply the vacuum. I have no connection with 
I have nothing 


| to make me identified with the prosperity of any 





banking institution. 

My attention was called to this subject by the 
clamor which has been raised by my constituents, 
and by the instigation of many of the most prudent 
and influential of the citizens of my State. They 
know what their evils are, and they know how to 
redress them; and a large portion of them look to 
the action of Congress upon this bill, as the great 
means of relieving them from this intolerable abuse. 

This bill has not been hastily prepared. It has 
been prepared, as [ have been told, upon consult- 
ation with the legal adviser of the United States 
in this District—one whose duty it has been to at- 
tempt to enforce the laws previously enacted, but 
which attempt has been fruitless. The principle 
of this bill is no new one. A law has been in ex- 
istence for years prohibiting the issue of these small 
notes; but the ingenuity of those whose interest 


| prompted them to evade the law triumphed over 
| the attempts made by the judicial and executive offi- 


cers to enforce the law. They found the former laws 
ineffective, and therefore it is that this attempt 
has been renewed to accomplish that which here- 
tofore they have failed in accomplishing. I hope 


| the House will regard this attempt to emasculate 


this bill and deprive it of its vigor and force, as an 
assault upon the reform which the people of this 
District desire to have broughtabout. When this 
people shall come up here by memorial and peti- 
tion, and ask you to take away all facilities for 


| credit—when they shall ask you to abolish entire- 


ly the banking system, | shall respond as promptly 
as any other man. But when they do not utter 
any such complaint, when they ask you to remedy 
a partial evil, when they ask you for bread, do not 
give them a stone. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the permis- 


| sion of the gentleman, I wish to inquire of him, 
| as I believe he has examined this subject with 


care, whether there is any law now in force in 
this District authorizing the issuing or regulating 
the paper currency here? 

Mr. BOWIE. Ido not think thereis. I think 
that since the expiration of the charters of the 
banks of this District, all those banks known under 
former charters, have been acting as private asso- 
ciations, and, under legal advice, issuing notes of 
five dollars and over, because that was not prohib- 
ited by law. There was no restraining act, and 
they considered themselves as having the right, 


by common law, to issue notes of denominations | 


over five dollars. 
Mr. JONES. 


They are issuing notes of all 
denominations. 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 







26 
oo > ES 
Mr. BOWIE. No, sir, I understand not. The 
old banks of incorporation, whose charters ex- 
pired, and were afterwards reorganized, have not 
issued any paper of less denomination than five 
dollars. 

Mr. JONES. Thereare other banks, so called, 
which issue one hundreds, fifties, and tens. 

Mr. BOWIE. I believe there are. 

Mr. JONES. I| do not know myself, for I 
never take any of them. 

Mr. BOWIE. I have not the pleasure of hand- 
ling many of them. I dare say the gentleman 
from Tennessee handlés as many as I do 

I hope that some gentleman upon the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, better prepared than 
myself, will expose the evil tendencies of the 
amendment now moved. It certainly is a most 
direct assault upon the principle of the bill, and I 
hope, if the House is friendly to a reform of this 
partial evil, they will vote against the amendment. 

Mr. CARTTER. I have no doubt that this 
bill has been deliberately matured, and thoroughly 
considered. Nor do I doubt the purity of the mo- 
tives of the honorable member from Maryland, 
[Mr. Bow1e,] and that he believes all that he states 
in reference to the ceremonies that brought this 
bill into existence. 

There is no doubt of his purity of purpose; but 
he has totally failed ofconvincing my mind of the 
necessity of putting in motion thirty or forty shin- 
plaster manufactories in this District. I under- 
stood him to say that all the bank paper issued in 
this District, is issued without authority of law 
Such | understand to be the state of the case. If 
that be so, the purpose of this bill is simply, by 
indirection, to give them authority to do that which 
they have not the authority now to do—by cutting 
off the right of issuing less than five dollar notes, 
thereby giving them the authority, by implication, 
to issue notes of five dollars, and a higher denom- 
ination than five dollars. 

Now, sir, what are the reasons offered by the 
honorable gentleman from Maryland for bringing 
this bill into existence? He says his constituents 
are interested in it. I deny, in the first place, the 
power of the constituency of Maryland to dictate 
to this body their line of legislation, although | 
avow here, that it would be with great reluctance 
that | would participate in legislation to their pre- 
judice. 
~ Maryland, up to a brief period in her constitu 
tional history, was anything but a pattern, in my 
estimation. I do not know but she has corrected 
her habits lately; but up toa very recent period, 
if | understand her history, she was supporting 
her government by gambling. You could not go 
into a hamlet of five houses, that did not have a 
lottery office in it, and when you come to inquire 
into the details of the matter, you find that thete 
lottery establishments supported the Government 
of Maryland. 

I say, if Maryland was good authority, and we 
ought to accommodate ourselves to her situation, 
she ought to change her condition. The gen 
tleman says my amendment, if adopted, would 
operate as a great embarrassment to his constit- 
vents, in their trade with this city. Now that 
cannot be so, for all the purchasers of potatoes 
and cabbages here get their money out of the 
Treasury, and that is gold, and the trade of the 
gentleman’s constituents with this District is in 
cabbages and potatoes. [Laughter.] Do you be- 
lieve that the breakfasts daily bought in this 
city would not command gold in payment? 
[Laughter.| There is nothing that will command 
good currency as quick as a hungry stomach 
{Renewed laughter.) You can do without the 
gold, but you cannot do without the cabbages. 
As an act of friendship to the honorable member's 
constituency, I would compel these men to pay 
them in gold. I would not give them stones, but 
I would give them something heavier—not shin- 
plasters. The gentleman says he suffers very 
much, and that his constituents have suffered ex- 
ceedingly by these worthless shinplasters, and 

till his favorite bill propdses to create them, and 
my amendment proposes to supply gold in its 
place. 

Now, itis a truth known to every member of 
this committee, that there is not a particle of food 
purchased in this District, which is not purchased 
directly or indirectly with gold, and it is pur 
chased for tlie sustenance of those who command 
it; and the highest position the gentleman takes, 
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is to ask of this Cong 
between the 


rress the privilege to place 
and the produc er a shin- 
of it. 


consumer 


plaster exchange. ‘That 1s all there 1s 

Fine cargoes of West India goods are brought 
here! Can you 0 »btain foreign merchandise with 
these shinp asters? Are the y good currency in 
Havana? Are they good currency in any of the 
Indies? The fact 1s, if they have any foreign 
commerce, they ought to have some currency 
with which to make their purchases, The shin- 


plaster currency has no credit abroad. ‘The man- 
ufactories grow up here inthe night. Thirty-five 
have pres ae themselves since the last failure. 

Every fi iilure makes way for anew brood. {[Laugh- 


ter.] They do not go out, but merely incubate 
{laughter} and multiply. 
Now, { cannot for the life of me discover any 


necessity in the domestic purposes of this city—a 
city where the Treasut y is kept—a city where 
every man, woman, and child feeds direc pea upon 
it, and where they are not permitted to pay out 
anything but gold,—for euktiabing 3 a bank of 
issue. I can see the propriety of a commercial 
bank—a bank of excha foreign com- 
merce, which I suppose the city has to a limited 
extent. But where the business is measured out, 
as it is in thiscity; where the breakfast of to-mor- 
row is purchased to-day, and where every man, 
woman, and child that eats it, has to eat it upon 
the responsibility of the Treasury, whence issues 
nothing but gold and silver, | cannot, for the life 
of me, see any reason for creating a banking insti- 
tution. 

The truth is, [ do not believe in them anywhere. 
I want that understood. But in a place where 
there is no draft upon credit legitimately, there is 
no excuse for such an instituuon. This is that 
place. 

I am not familiar with the domestic transactions 
of the city, [laughter,] but if there is any business 
carried on here in the domestic way, I do not un- 
derstand it. [Laughter.] Asregardsthe enterprise 
of a soulless corporation, if it were a natural cor- 
poration Lcould comprehend it. [Renewed laugh- 
ter. | 

I hope that the amendment will be adopted. I 
hope we shall not, when gold is redundant—when 
it of itself furnishes a currency for the whole coun- 
try—adopt the folly of inspiring these thirty-five or 
forty shinplaster shops along the avenue. They 
do not come here for the purpose of acc aieiaiie 
ting the business of this city. They come to get 
the credit of this, the central city, and to send 
abroad the spawn of that credit upon the surround- 
ing States, and then to close up their business, as 
did that concern during the recess of Congress, by 
refusing to redeem, ‘I'hat is what they do it for. 
It is a mere gambling center, to cheat people who 
_reside abroad. That is all. 

Mr. BOWIE. I beg the indulgence of the com- 
mittee for a moment merely, to absolve my State, 
of which I am but an humble individual, from the 
imputations the honorable gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Cartrer] has thrown upon it, as being a 
State which, in some measure, lives upon gam- 
bling. We did, sir, some years ago, tolerate what 
the gentleman now pronounces a gambling lottery 
system. 

Mr. CARTTER. Lottery offices 

Mr. BOWIE. We have done all in our power 
as a moral and religious people to wipe away that 
stain from our escutcheon, and have incorporated 
into the new constitution an absolute prohibition 


nze—for 





Of it, after the present grants have thes ome ex- 
hausted. If Ohio has not done the same thing, 


she should not cast the first stone. 


I beg leave, for a moment, to institute a com- 
parison between the credit of the banks of the Dis- 


trict of Columbia and the credit of the banks of 


Ohio. I find the State of Ohio, notwithstanding 
the earnest protest of the gentleman 

Mr. CARTTER. I hope the gentleman will 
address his argument to some one else, for I have 
always been fighting them. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. BOWIE. I am siffprised to find, notwith- 
standing the power and eloquence of the gentleman 
from Ohio, that his State still has the sin at her 
door of having banks. And what is worse, those 
banks do not stand in as high credit in the city of 
New York, the great commercial emporium, as 
the banks of the little District of Columbia. The 
notes of most of the Ohio banks are at one per 
cent. discount, 





| lawful to make, emit, 
bia, any species of currency or money whatever, except the 


whilst those of the banks of the || 


i 


cent. 


( 


Jhio are as good as those of this District. 


Nistrict of Columbia are only at three fourths per 
discount. This is all | have to say. 

Mr. BARRERE. I think that the banks of 
There 


is adiscount upon their notes as well as upon ours. 


not pass in its present shape. 
us it is based on no principle whatever. 
inte 2nd to rex 


I 


it does 


I 


may bank as they 


Mr. TOOMBS. I think that this bill should 
As it stands before 
If we 
rulate the business of banking in this 
Jistrict by | law, the bill does too little; if we do not, 
much. No law now exists in this 
in restraint of banking, so that individuals 


please. That is one principle. 


too 


Jistrict 


Another is to regulate the business by law, which 
is the one adopted by all of the States of this 


U 


| 


i 


One or the other of those principles should 
ye adopted for this District. 

Mr. BOWIE. There were laws prohibiting the 
ssuing of bank notes of a less denomination than 


Hion,. 


five dollars, but none prohibiting the issuing of 


t 


banking under 
. 


a larger denomination. 

TOOViBS. Put the whole system of 
the regulation of law, or put no 
itatall. I think that the public 


hose of 


Mr 


estraint upon 


will be more apt to suffer, and suffer to a greater 


e 


t 


from bank issues above five dollars than 
that amount. Therefore, as this bill 


xtent, 
hose under 


does not seek generally to control the business of 


| 
! 
1 
l 


ulating it by law. 
vote for 


as 


vanking in the District, but permits the issue of 
1otes of a denomination greater than five dollars, 
t violates the principle of permitting banking to be 
inrestrained, but does notgo to the extent of reg- 
For that reason I shall not 
the bill. If you intend to use paper 
noney, regulate its issue by law, or let it remain 
itis. If you are against unregulated paper 


issues, put the whole system under proper re- 
straints, or pass the amendment of the gentleman 


f 


rom Ohio. 
Mr. MILLSON. I wish to ask the gentle- 
nan from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,] whether it is his 


object to prevent the circulation of all paper money 


( 


| 
t 
I 


of whatever denomination in the District of Co- 
umbia? Does he, for instance, intend to prohibit 
he payment of a $100 note of a Virginia bank, 
yy one man to another in this District? If he does 
10t intend that, and I presume he does not, I 


would suggest to him—for I am not at all opposed 
to the objects which he seems to have in view—that 


I 
I 


verhaps it would be better to withdraw his amend- 
nent, and adda proviso at the end of the sec- 


tion, setting forth that nothing in this bill con- 
tained shall be construed to authorize the making 


i 
i 
t 


nomination. 


or issuing of notes of any denomination by ne | 


ndividual or corporation; simply a proviso guar 

ng against the inference that this bill is intended 
o legalize the issue of paper money of any de- 
Without the proviso, the bill, if 


amended as proposed, while it would prevent ‘the 


i 


ssuing of notes of a large denomination here, 


would at the same time prevent the circulation of 
notes of a large denomination issued by banks of 
other States. 


the whole thing. 
shall be the theater for 


Mr. CARTTER. My design was to strike at 
I do not intend that the District 
the circulation of bank 


paper of any of the States any more than the 


theater for the circulation of paper authorized by | 


Congress. 


Mr. SACKETT. I desire to ask the gentleman 


who reported this bill to explain what is intended 
in regard to bills primarily issued without the 


District. 


Is there a clause in the bill to prevent 


the circulation of notes issued by banks across 
the bridge? 


Mr. FICKLIN. There is. 
Mr. SACKETT. I think there is not. 


[Cries of ‘* Yes there is!’’ ** Yes there is !’”] 
Mr. FREEMAN. 


amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, to strike 


out all after the first enacting clause, and to insert 


the following: 


That from and after the passage of this act, it shall not be 
or utter Within the District of Colum 


constitutional coins of the United States; and that for all 


offenses against this act, the parties committing the same, 
shall be liable to indictment by the grand jury of the Dis 
tnet of Columbia for a high crime, and on conviction shall 
be fined in a sum not less than $5 


00, and be imprisoned in 


the penitentiary for a term of not less than six months nor 
| more than five years. 


It is provided by the Constitution that Congress 


shall have the sole power of legislation over the 


District of Columbia. 


I move, in lieu of the | 


But there is another pro- 
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vision of that same instrument, whi hI 
power of Congress over the subject of lee ite 
which is, that Congress shall ha ver wer f€ tn. % 
money, regulate the value t} hereof, and of forei.. 
coin, and fix the standard of weights wad i ms 
ures. 

Now it is a well-considered Opinion 
body has no powers except such as are expres 
vranted to it. The ee therefore, of the a z 
to coin money may be regarded as a prohihi:. 
to this body from authorizing or permitt 
issuance of any species of paper currency: a) 
opinion further is, that if we were 
the issuance of paper money, the 
declared unconstitutional and void. Why 
duty? Every person who comes here 
transaction of business finds the ec ity infeste 1 
a miserable circulating medium which perish 
his poc ket. I venture to say that thers ' 
member of this or the other branch of ( 
who receives his money in gold and sily. 
not tormented by these trashy small notes 
you go into the shoe merchant’s, and ha; i 
five, ten, or twenty dollars in gol ld, he gives y 
chan gea parcel of dirty, good-for-nothing pa, 

And here another thing to me. The 
contingent fund of this House is deposited with 
Selden, Withers & Co. Since the deposit has 
been made, that association of individua Te, 
graciously consented not to issue notes of a less de. 
nomination than five dollars! They have 
published that fact in the ne wspapers, by way of 
a special claim on public ap pli use. They would 
not, as it had been requested, issue notes of a |; 
denomination than five dollars. Where did th ey 
get authority to issue anything above t} 
ination of five dollars? From the hie) her law? 
The higher law has become a wonderful Jaw jn 
the United States. In the District of Columbia. 
over which Congress has entire legislative contro}. 
associations of men issue a paper substitute for the 
gold and silver currency of the United States, and 
then we bow obedience, and say that they m ry do 
it; but that they shall not issue anything ‘less than 
the denomination of five dollars. 

What is the necessity for a paper currency in 
this District? Millions of dollars in gold and si] 
ver are paid out year after year in this c ty; and 
with that fact before us, will it be said that there 
is not sufficient circulating medium in this District 


unless we incorporate banks and permit indi- 


an 


tL thig 


to. auth 


; tz 
1aW Would 


Ou] 


et 
occurs 


e der om- 


Com mercial! 
men know that the moment you isswe a paper cur 
rency, you drive from circulation the substant 
medium of the land. Who, then, will be ben 
fited by the issuing of a paper currency? | un- 
derstood the gentleman from Maryland [{ Mr 
Bowie] to say, that the paper currency: wil 
beneficial to the commercial interests of this Dis 
trict. ‘That is one of the grossest mistakes. nee 
are they to be benefited by i it? Is it necessary tl 
banks should exist here in order that resident mer- 
chants may pay their bills in New York or else- 
where? Is there not safer means of transmitt! 
it from one point to another, than by bank bills 
issued from a voluntary association ? 

Mr. BOWIE. The principal trade of this Dis- 
trict is in flour. The flour is shipped to New 
York, and the shippers from Georgetown and 
Washington, with whom I am acquainted, draw 
their bills of exchange from New York, wh 
are cashed by the banks here. 

Mr. FREEMAN. They had better cash it in 
silver and gold, than in the shinplasters of this or 
a foreign city. 

Mr. BOWIE. In purchasing grain and the 
other products of the interior, notes are more col- 
venient. 

Mr. FREEMAN. Is there a farmer of your 
State who does not prefer the gold and silver ¢ 
of the United States over the shinplaster s of Mary- 
land and Virginia, or the District of Columbia’ — 

Mr. BOWIE. There are some old-fashioned 
people who desire gold in preference to notes. 

Mr. FREEMAN. Old-fashioned people, those 
who framed the Constitution of the United States, 
are still living in the gentleman’s neighborhoo:. 
That is one of the old fashions which I trust w 
will insist upon, and which I hope will soe 
utterance of any kind of paper currency. |! 
enough that the individual shall be permitted 
draw his bill of exchange upon any point where 
he may have money deposited, and that is a suffi- 
cient exchange. The commercial history of this 





the 
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-y will show that suchisthe fact. But what 
one nmerce of this District? The gentleman 
. 1 M evland says flour is the principal article, 
wyeht here for consumption. The District 








x miles square. 1! wish [ could state the 
fount of money paid out here daily, quar- 
= call yearly, in gold and silver, by the Treas- 
ss Denartment. Ido not recollect it. Perhaps 
3. gentleman on the floor can inform us. We 
nn ‘that the forty-five thousand inhabitants of 

city are supported by the gold and silver which 

‘id out of the public Treasury. Most of 
hom are dependents upon the public Treasury for 
living. What advantage do they obtain in 

the culation of this shinpl ister currency? None 
the world. There is not a trader or any other 
wn here, who does not say, rid us of these 
blerags. Then, the persons who are bene- 

«od bv it are those who issued their own notes. 
T te the case of Selden, Withers & Co. There 


isa large amount of pulglic money put upon de- 
osit with them. They put into circulation their 

-» notes, retain in their vaults the gold and silver 

rreney of the United States, and thus double 
le their capital stock for purposes of ex- 
change, brokerage, and speculation. 

No man can see any benefit beyond that point, 
lask this House if they are willing to pass this 
bill, however well-intended it may be, when from 
the constitutional provisions we have seen that we 
have no authority to issue anything but coin? 

Mr. FICKLIN. I desire to correct my friend 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Freeman,] by stating that 
this bill gives no authority whatever to issue any 
paper currency of any denomination, either by 


and tre! 


express authority, or by implication, or otherwise. 
The bank paper issued in this District, is issued 
withoutany express authority of law, and because 
there is no positive prohibition against its issue. 
This bill seeks to give no authority, in any way, 
to issue any bills. 

Mr. ORR. I would like to ask the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on the District a ques- 
tion, if the gentlernaan from Mississippi {[ Mr. Free- 
win] will yield me the floor for that purpose. I 
understand that this bill has been introduced here 
for the purpose of correcting an abuse in the cir- 
culation of small notes, because the community 
are likely to be injured by these notes coming from 
establishments that are not able to redeem them. 
Now, if the evil exists with reference to small 
notes under the denomination of five dollars, is 
not the evil to community greater for notes above 
five dollars, and why should they not be provided 
against as well as the small notes? 

Mr. FICKLIN. I take great pleasure in an- 
swering the question. The Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia were charged with this subject 
by various petitions, as well from citizens of the 
District as from citizens of Maryland, and other 
States of the Union. Those petitions all pointed 
to the small notes—all bills under five dollars. It 
was with that subject that the Committee on the 
District was charged, and not with theother branch 
of the subject, as embraced in the amendment of 
the honorable gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carr- 
rer.| I will say to the honorable gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] that for one, with my 
friend from Mississippi, [Mr. Freeman,] I am in 
favor of a gold and silver currency, and opposed 
to shinplasters and banks of any description what- 
ever. Thecommittee, however, was charged with 
suppressing what is called an evil and nuisance in 
this District—the issuing of notes of a less de- 
nomination than five dollars, and by which gold 
and silver were excluded from circulation. There 
is a law in this District prohibiting the circulation, 
as [ understand it, of small notes, but no law pro- 
hibiting the issuing of notes of five dollars and 
upwards. The law in existence here now makes 
ita criminal and penal offense to pass bills of less 
denomination than five dollars; and the only rea- 
son why the law is evaded is from the difficulty 
of convieting by indictment, under the slow pro- 
cess of law in this District. 

Mr. FREEMAN. The chairman of the com- 
mittee who reported this bill agrees with those 
Who are in favor of a constitutional and no other 
currency, but offers as a reason why this bill was 
introduced that the petitions upon this subiect 
=a were referred to the committee only called 
‘or the suppression of bills of less denomination i 
than five dollars, and the difficulty there was of 
convicting persons under the existing laws. I || 


| um, except gold and silver. 
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doubt not the petitioners, whose petitions were 
referred to that committee, were laboring under the 
Impression that inasmuch as paper money was in 
cireulation here, there was a law authorizing it 
issuance. When I first came to the District an 


s 
and 
saw this paper money in circulation, | supposed 
it was authorized by law. 
that all these ornamented paper mills claimed 
their authority from the law of nature, as is now 
asserted. Really nature must | a 
cubation to bring forthsuch a progeny. The law 
of nature is the law of God. How then does it 
renerate the children of the devil? The public 
have been imposed upon with regard to this mat- 
ter, and In have 
petitioned to redress but half the wrong inflicted. 

It turns out now that the custom grew up vol- 
untarily among individuals, and it has been coun 
tenanced heretofore by prohibiting the utterance o 


{t did not occur to me 


ave a strange in- 


izwnorance of their rights they 


bills of a less denomination than five dollars. It 
is proposed now to continue the same wrong 
against the Constitution of the United States, by 
passing a similar bill, with more stringent powers 
against those who are guilty of the offense. 

Mr. BOWIE. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him a single question? ‘These private as- 
sociations are like any other partnerships, the 
members of which are individually responsible. 
I suppose that in Mississippi, it would be lawful 
for private associations to issue notes, if there was 
no law against it. 

Mr. FREEMAN. We havea right to issue 
our promissory notes. In Mississippi, we have 
prohibited the utterance of any circulating medi- 
We have felt the evil 
of this thing in that State. We were overtflooded 
with irresponsible bank currency and shinplas- 
ters, and they droveaway the gold and silver; but 
now we have abandoned the whole system, and it 
seems to me that the shinplasters have all fled 
from that country to the District of Columbia. | 
think I recognize some of their old familiar faces 
here. Since that time, the cotton crop of Missis- 
sippi has sold for gold and silver, and now you 
see that every man has his coffers filled with coin 
instead of shinplaster currency. It is the duty of 
Congress to see that nothing but the constitutional 
coins of the land are legalized as acirculating me- 
dium within this District. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman give 
way to a motion that the committee rise? 

Mr. FREEMAN. 1 will yield the floor for 
that purpose. 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. McMut- 
LIN’s motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the committee then rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had under consideration the state 
of the Union generally, and particularly House 
bill No. 341, ** to suppress the circulation of small 
notes as a currency in the District of Columbia,”’ 
but had come to no conclusion thereon. 

On motion by Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, the House 
then adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 12, 1853. 

Prayer by the Rev. James Gatianer. 

The PRESIDENT pro iempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, information in relation to the con- 
struction of a building for a branch Mint in Cali- 
fornia; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
communicating the report of Mr. Stansbury on 
the Industrial Exhibition held at London, in 1851; 
which was read. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of State, commu- 
nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, certain correspondence relative to the en- 
croachments of Indians of the United States upon 
the territory of Mexico; which was ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. HOUSTON presented the memorial of 
E. S. Frederick, Isaiah Deane, and John Henry, 
workmen on the Capitol extension, in the city of 
Washington, under the superintendence of Mr. 
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Samuel Strong, in which they represent that they 
were employed on said work, at $2 25 per day, 
which amount was*paid them at the expiration of 
each month by the clerk or paymaster, for which 
amount they signed the pay-roll; that immedia‘ely 
after so receiving that amount, they were com- 
pelled to pay over to Robert Strong, their foreman, 
and Mr. Kensley, one dollar per day, those per- 
sons informing them, that if they refused to refund 
them one dollar per day, they should 


no lenger 
do work on the 
the time of tl 


muilding; that at one time during 


ieir working on the building, wuen 


receiving their monthly pay, they retamed the 
whole amount, and absented thernselves, when 
the parties before named employed a man to look 
them outto re rn to work, which thev accord- 
ingly did, refunding as aforesaid one dollar per 
day; that wl they were retained on the work, 
others wered irved ; that the time-keeper marked 


time than they 
receiving as aforesaid for each and every day 80 
allowed | 


and allowed them more 


worked, 
the sum of one doll a. The petitioners 
therefore charge the persons as aforesaid with de- 
frauding the Government, by allowing them more 
time than they made on said work, and defrauding 
them out of one dollar for each d ry they worked 
on said building. The petitioners therefore pray 
that a committee of Congress will have witnesses 
summoned before them for the purpose of Inveati- 
cating the facts of the case. The petition was re 
ferred to the Select Committee on frauds, &c. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the meraorial of Albert 
G. Howell, praying the confirmation of the title to 
a certain tract of land to the legal representatives 
of William Weeks; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the memorial of 
Frances Ann McCauley, widow of Daniel Me- 
Cauley, Consul General of the United States at 
Alexandria, in Egypt, praying an allowance for 
office rent in the settlement of his accounts; 
was referred to the 


which 


Committee on Foreign Rela 


tions. 
Mr. FISH. I presenta memorial, very numer- 
ously signed by ship-masters, ship-cewners, and 


others, of New York, stating that 


hey have been, 
most of their lives 


: pursuit of the 
sea, and complaining of the operation, upon the ¢ om- 


engaged in the 
mercial marine, of the law of 1850, abolishingleorpe 
ral punishment. They do notask for the re peal oO} 
that law; they wish to give ita fair trial; and in 
order that they may do so, they ask Congress to 
provide’a substitute for that species of punishment. 
I move that the memorial be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was acre ed to. 

Mr. FISH also presented a petition of survivors 
of the war of 1812, and their relatives, resid 
of the city of New York and its environs, pray- 
ing a modification of the bounty land law, and re- 
monstrating against the passage of the | 





nestead 
bill, and against a division of the public lands, ex- 
cept upon certain considerations; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce 
of New York, and a memorial of Nathaniel L. 
Griswold, and others, praying thet the Secretary 
of the Treasury may be directed bry law to refund 
any excess of duty that has been, or may hereaf- 
ter be exacted, whether paid under protest or oth- 
erwise; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of Wil 
liam ©. Parke, heir and legal representative of 
Matthew Parke, captain of marines on board of 
the frigate Alliance, praying a distribution of the 
unclaimed balance of prize money granted by Con 
rress for the reliefof the heirs of John Paul Jones; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Stockbridge, Mas- 
sachusetts, praying the adoption of measures for 
the amicable settlement 8f international difficulties; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Relations. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
rial of Hiram O Alden and James Eddy, citizens 
of Maine, proposing to construct a telegraph 
line from some point—St. Louis, [ believe—to the 
Pacific ocean. I desire to 
men are b 
in the po 
ability. They set forth with great 
object which they have in view. They propose to 


Foreign 


I desire to present the memo 


soy that the & pentie- 
th men of the highest respectability, and 
ssion of very considerable pecuniary 


the 


clearness 
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construct this line of telegraph wholly at their own 
expense, and make it a subterranean line, in — 
to prevent its destruction bY the elements or y 
savages; and after having constructed it, and after 
having granted to the Government an uncondi- 
tional and unlimited right to use it for its own pur- 
poses, they ask for the remuneration ofa portion 
of the expense of the line by a grant of public 
lands. As I believe the Committee on Territo- 
ries have had the subject before them, I ask that 
this memorial may be received, and referred to 
that committee. ‘ 

I also present a memorial of citizens of Belfast 
and Bangor, Maine, in support of the same prop- 
osition; which | move to refer to the same com- 
mittee. 

The memorials were referred to the Committee 
on Territories. 

PAPER WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. ‘TOUCEY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Fneas Munson, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Commnitice on Revolution 
ary Claims. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEBS. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of 
James E. Smith and Edwin Smith, reported a bill. 
‘* authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
‘issue a register to the Hanoverian brig Michael, 
‘now owned by James E. Smith and Edwin 
‘Smith, of Sag Harbor, New York;’’ which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. No amend- 
ment .being made, it was reported to the Senate, 
ordered to a third reading, read a third time, and 

assed. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the joint resolution 
appointing Stephen Colwell trustee for the heirs 
of Joseph Ball, deceased, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof; which was 
agreed to. 

NAVAL PENSION BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to report back the bill from the 
House entitled ** An act making an appropriation 
for the payment of Navy pensions for the year 
ending 30th of June, 1854;”’ and L ask the Senate to 
take it up now, as it will give rise to no debate. 
The bill consists but of a single item. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to appropriate $25,000 for the pay- 
ment of Nav pensions for the next fiscal year. 

Mr. HUNTER. The bil', as I said before, 
consists of a single item, and isin accordance with 
the estimates. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

INVALID PENSION BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I am also in- 
structed by the same committee to report back the 
bill from the House entitled ‘* An act making ap- 
propriations for the payment of invalid and other 

yensions of the United States for the year ending 
une 30, 1854,”’ with an amendment, which is to 
correct a date. The bill is strictly according to 
estimate, and 1 ask the Senate to consider it now. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 

roceeded to the consideration of the above-named 

vill. 

It proposes to appropriate for the next fiscal 

year the following sums: 


For invalid pensions under various acts...... 


.2480,000 
For pensions to widows and orphans under the act 


of July 4, 1836, and July 21, 1848............ 28,000 
For pensions to widows under the act of 7th July, 

tiaks wasdan was od Sabuses ac6kk4 ve sbca o4en KS 90,000 
For pensions to widows under the act of March 3, 

Sean has. vécind oblad KA pws 6749405 baebve onenes 30,000 


For pensions to widows unger the acts of June 17, 

1844, February 2, 1848, afld July 29, 1848....... 272,000 
For half-pay pensions to widows and orphans 

under the eleventh section of the act of January 

29, 1813, and the first and second sectiens of the 

EL 1 COMES si. oo hee backs chek edieecs« 10,000 


The amendment of the Committee on Finance 
is to strike out ‘‘ seventeenth,’ and insert ‘ six- 
teenth,”’ in reference to the act of June, 1844. 

Mr. HUNTER. The amendment is only to 
make the recital of the act correct. : 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr.GWIN. Iam not going to oppose the 


passage of this bill; but inasmuch as I offered a | 
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resolution some time since, directing the Commit- 
tee on Finance to report the general appropriation 
bills, and as I do not intend to press it, I wish to 
give the reasons why I introduced it. 

It is well known that, since the commencement 
of the Government, the House of Representatives 
have originated the appropriation bills. But in 
the early periods of the Government they were 
reported at proper times. They were brought 
forward soon enough to allow the Senate to give 
them a proper consideration—to enable the Senate 
toexamine them. Buta practice has grown up re- 
cently, by which we are merely made the registrars 
of the edicts of the House of Representatives. The 
object which I had in view in introducing the res- 
olution to which I refer, was, if possible, to give 
the Senate a fair opportunity of participating in 
the legislation of Congress in reference to appro- 
priations. 

Mr. President, I have gone to some pains to ex- 
amine the history of the Government on this sub- 
ject. I find that at the beginning of the Govern- 
ment the fathers of the Republic laid it down, as 
a steadfast rule, that there should be full and am- 
ple opportunity for the examination of these meas- 
ures. 

The people of the United States have estab- 
lished a Constitution and Government for them- 
selves. They have vested all granted legislative 
powers in Congress, consisting of a Senate and 
House of Representatives. This grant imposes 
upon Congress the obligation to pass all laws ne- 
cessary and proper, within their specified powers, * 
for the support and perpetuity of the Government 
thus established; and the obligation thus resting 
upon Congress collectively is secured by the oath 
taken by every Senatorand Representative to sup- 
port the Constitution, which binds them individu- 
ally. Thisis the active, operative, or vital power, 
which is confided in by the people, to provide the 
means for all the purposes of Government and to 
authorize their application to its support and 
maintenance in all its departments. Nor can this 
solemn and imperative duty be intermitted with- 
out a violation of oath, or a treasonable disregard 
of the vital interests and safety of the country. 

It is true that the executive power is vested in 
the President, which involves the disbursement 
and expenditure, under his direction, of all the 
money appropriated by law; and it is also true 
that Congress have a necessary duty to perform 
in scrutinizing the expenditures of the Baeew 
ment. 

Upon this subject the great and good President | 
Washington, in his Farewell Address, remarked 
that— 

‘* The necessity for reciprocal checks in the exercise of 
political power, by dividing and distributing it into different 
depositories, and constituting each the guardian of the pub- | 
lic weal, against invasions by the others, has been evinced 
by experiments, ancient and modern ; some of them in our 
own country, and under my own eyes.’’ 

The prescriptions and policy of those stern re- 
publican patriots, Jefferson and Madison, were the 
same, and the practices of their administrations | 
corresponded strictly with that principle. 

The paternal admonition thus communicated to 
their countrymen by these fathers of the Repub- | 
lic, has always been, and it is hoped will always 
remain, the true policy of this Government; but it 
will avail but little should only the appearance | 
and shadow of this salutary principle remain, and 
the substantial benefits that might be derived from 
its steady observance be lost by the manner in 
which Congressional legislation in reference to the 
annual appropriation bills for the support of the 
Government are managed. 

The practical fruits contemplated by the true 
policy upon this point have been to regulate and | 
economize the expenditures of the Government; 
to preserve the accountability of public officers 
and agents, and restrain all tendency on the part | 
of the Executive Departments to extravagance 
and disregard of the laws. 

The Constitution declares, that ‘* Vo money 
shall be drawn from the Treasury but in consequence 
of appropriations made by law.”’ 

In the proper view of the subject, it is necessary | 
that the general appropriation bills be reported 
and considered at an early day in each session, to 
afford time to examine and discuss them by the 
Representatives and Senators in Congress in due 
season; and on reference to the laws it will be 
found that the practice of Congress has been, for | 
the most part, during the first half century of its | 
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existence, to pass those laws within t} 
of every year; and usually the action of the Hous 
of Representatives has been had in time to ¢ able 
the Senate also to examine and disc; ae 
visions for themselves. 

So essential was it considered by the H 
Representatives that these bills should | 
in for the action of the House at 
they adopted the following rule: 


“It shall be the duty of the Committee on Ways 
Means, within thirty days after their appointment. a: _ 
session of Congress, commencing on the first 
December, to report the general appropriation bills for th 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government, for the A the 
for the Navy, and for the Indian Department and Indian a.’ 
nuities; orin failure thereof, the reasons of such fail 

The House of Representatives also adopted the 
following rule: 


‘General appropriation bills shall be in order in prefer 
ence to any other bills of a public nature, unless otherywis; 
ordered by a majority of the House.” 
These provisions evinced the best intentions o 
the part of the House fo facilitate the passage a 
those bills; but they went further, in order to ee. 
clude from them every matter that might be caley. 
lated to give rise to unnecessary debate, and delay 
such passage, and adopted the following rule: 
‘* No appropriation shall be reported in such generaj ap 


propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment therety 
for any expenditure not previously authorized by law.» 


In a corresponding spirit the Senate adopted the 
following rule: . 

‘*No amendment proposing additional appropriations 
shall be received to any general appropriation bill, uniess i; 
be made to carry out the provisions Of some existing Jaw 
or some act, or resolution previously passed by the Senate 
during that session, or in pursuance of an estimate from the 
head of some of the Departments; and no amendmen 
shall be received, whose object is to provide for a private 
claim, although the same may have been previously san 
tioned by the Senate.’’ 

Yet, notwithstanding the adoption of these gal- 
utary rules by the two Houses, which they had 4 
perfect right to adopt under that clause of the Con. 
stitution which declares that ‘* each House may 
determine the rules of its proceedings,’’ the man- 
ner in which these bills have been brought in and 
passed through of late years, has violated all the 
salutary provisions and considerations enumerated 
in the premises. 

Ist. It has violated the rules of the House of 
Representatives by bringing in the bills far be. 
yond the time required by its rules. 

2d. It has violated the rules of courtesy to the 
Senate, as well as the spirit of the Constitution, 
which requires the deliberation and concurrence of 
the Senate in all bills before they become laws, 
by delaying their passage in the House of Repre- 
sentatives until withina few days, and even some- 
times within a few hours, of the expiration of a 
session of Congress; thus rendering it totally im- 
practicable for the Senate to exercise that judg- 
ment, or perform that duty regarding such bills 
which the Constitution requires. 

3d. It has not only violated the spirit of the 
Constitution, but has endangered the best interests 
of the country and the integrity of the Govern- 
ment, by throwing it in the power of one indi- 
vidual, in either House of Congress, under the 
rules, to defeat a bill upon which the support of 
the Executive branch, or the entire Governmen 
may depend for a year. 

4th. It thus frequently places it in the power o! 
one individual to control the will of all the other 
members of the body, presenting to honorable and 
conscientious men the alternative, either to con- 
sent to propositions totally at variance with their 
best judgment, or to stop the wheels of Govern- 
ment by defeating appropriation bills necessary ‘ 
its existence. 

5th. It thus establishes and familiarizes the |e 
| gislators and the people with that specious law 0! 
| necessity which is the plea of tyrants, and is alle 
to every principle of republican government. 

6th. It obliges both branches of the Nations 
Legislature to confide their entire powers to th 
hands of a committee of two or three individua’s 
to decide upon matters of great importance, !™ 
posing upon them the necessity of reversing tt 
judgment of one or the other of those branches, 
and possibly both, and thus concentrates tt 
power of Congress in the hands of a small com- 
mittee. t 

7th. These difficulties are rendered manifest bY 
the fact that these appropriation bills have some 
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she session, 
points 


rendering a unanimous vote necessary 
' in every bill, first: to suspend the 
ngs e that ‘no bill that shall have passed 
= oat shall be sent for concurrence to the 
> neither of the three last days of the ses- 
and secondly, to dispense with the rule 
‘ requires the three readings of every bill to 
made on three different days. 
ah [tis scarcely necessary to present any par- 
. examples to illustrate the evils of this 
reoular node of legislation; those examples are 
an recent a date, and of too extravagant a 
ter not to have been keenly felt by every 
«aber who has been in either House of Con- 
pee of Jate years; and has, no doubt, attracted 
i ; ‘tention of all observers of the Congressional 
-pedings, and produced feelings of deep regret, 


er on 


re + of apprehension for the safety of our national 
It as to remedy this evil that I brought forward 
ition requiring the Committee on Finance 
At the 
vevestion of members of this body I have not 
sed its adoption this session, but its presentation, 

some other cause, seems to have wonderfully 
mulated the Committee on Ways and Means; 
-. we find from the following table that it has 
jigplayed unwonted dispatch in reporting the ap- 
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report the general appropriation bills. 




































rooriation bills, and in bringing them before the 
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I hope the disreputable scenes of the last two 
Fessions will not be enacted again, These important 
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bills have been hurried through Congress with 
race-horse speed, without giving either House an 
opportunity to examine and understand their 
details. Committees of conference have mangled 
and cut up the appropriation bills, so that no mem- 
ber out of those committees understood what was 
contained in the laws when passed, and we are 
astonished at our own work when they are pub- 
lished. As to my own State, it has suffered so 
severely from this hasty action on these bills, and 
from the Jehu-like speed with which they have 
passed the two Houses after being under the 
scalpel of these committees of conference, taking 
off an arm here and a leg there, that | am deter- 
mined to resist such legislation in future, so long 
as I have a seat on this floor. I intend to have 
an open field and a fair fight on the legislation for 
my State, if I can get it; and this resolution was 
introduced as one of the means | intend to use to 
bring back Congress to the practice of former 
times when we deliberated upon laws before we 
passed them. Ido not wish to be driven to the 
necessity of resorting to what may be termed : 
revolutionary remedy, to defeat appropriation 
bills by talking against time, unless you can get 
an opportunity of scrutinizing the action of these 
committees of conference. We will resort to this 
remedy, unless we are allowed a fair opportunity 
of resisting the passage of laws that inflict an ab- 
solute wrong upon our constituents. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
the amendment was concurred in, and.it was or- 
’ dered to be engrossed; and the bill was ordered to 
a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. DAVIS gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to amend 
act. 


judiciary 


the 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
was received, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
cing that it had passed the joint resolution from the 
Senate for the appointment of Regents in t 
Smithsonian Institution. 


INVESTIGATION OF FRAUDS AND PERJURIES. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [havearesolution which 

I wish to offer and have considered at this time, so 

that I may explain to the Senate in a very few 
words why I offer it. It is in these words: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of appropriating a sum not 

' to exceed 2100,000, to be applied under the directions of the 

President, in the investigation of frauds and perjuries com 


mitted against the Government, and in bringing offenders 
to punishment 


he 


I have recently ascertained, Mr. President, that 
a great many frauds have been committed in steal- 
ing soldiers’ discharges, personating soldiers, ob- 
taining thereby land warrants, forging assignments, 
and then endeavoring to obtain patents in the name 
of the assignees. A case of that sort has lately 
come under my own investigation, because a sol- 
dier who had been thus wronged lived in a county 
adjoining my own residence. He filed his evi- 
dence, and the Department has set aside the ori- 
ginal warrant, and determined, very properly, to 
grant himanother. In theparticular case to which 
I allude, the soldier was robbed of his discharge 
at St. Louis, the assignment upon the warrant was 
made ashort time afterwards, and the warrant was 
sent to the city of New Orleans. You will thus 
perceive that it is utterly impossible for individual 
effort to travel all over the country and hunt up 
these frauds and perjuries, and bring the offenders 
to punishment. I think it is a business for the 
Government to attend to, and I want to provide a 
fund by which the President and the heads of De- 
partments will be able to institute these investiga- 
tions, and bring to punishment individuals of whom 
an example eught to be made. 

I hope, therefore, that the Senate will now con- 
sider the resolution, and refer the subject to the 
Committee on Finance. Let that committee see 
whether some one of the appropriation bills can- 
not be amended, so as to provide a fund for this 
purpose. It was suggested to me the other day, 
that it would be better to refer the subject to the 
Committee on the Judiciary; but I think, on reflec- 
tion that the Committee on Finance is the proper 
committee, because through its hands have to pass 
the appropriation bills, and I think it is 
necessary that some fund of this sort 
constituted. 


absolutely 
should be 
I hope, therefore, that the committee 
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will take the subject into consideration, and se 
whether something cannot be done by the Govern 
ment, for individual effort can do nothing. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent and agreed to. 


CLERKS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DOWNS submitted the following resol 


tion; Which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed t 

Re hat clerks of t standing committece o 
{ ™ i who have bee juty from the first av < the 
present rllowe pensation therefrom 

THE NICARAGUAN TREATY. 

5 , : ’ 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution 
for considerati 

Resolved, ‘I iat the President of the United States be re 
quested, 80 fara ry be companble with th public tn 
terest, to commu ate to the Senate copies of any corre 
spondence whi took place with che Minister of Great 
Britain in the United States, in respect to the treaty nego 
tiated by Mr. Squier with Nicaragua, which was submitted 
to the Senate in | ; also a copy Of said treaty and of any 


substitute for it, or part of it, submitted to the American 


Government by the British Minister, and of the letters of 
the latter urging the acceptance of such substitute and the 
replies thereto; and also copies of any correspondence 


which took place between the Secretary of Stat d the 
British Minister and the Minist from Costa Rica, in re 
spect to a projet which was submitted to Nicaragua, Cx 
Rica, and the Mosquito Indians, and a copy of such projet 
with the instructions given to Mr. Walsh, the special agent 
deputed by the United States to present that projet to the 
States of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, as also of 
correspondence as 





euch other 
may have passed between him and th 

Secretary of State upon the subject; as 
correspondence with Mr. Kerr, 
United States in Nicaragua, in r 

with any correspondence with the Government of Nicara 
gua or its Minister, in respect to the same projet; and the 
President is further requested to communicate to the Senat 

copies of any letter 

this Government by tl 





also cop aot the 
d’Affaires of th 


eterence t 


(hare 


ereto, together 


which may have 
Minister of Nic 


addressed 1 
iragua, ort Min 


been 


ister of Great Britain, in reference to the construction i 
purport of the convention between the United States and 
Great Britain, signed April 19, 1850, and proclaimed Ju 
3, 1850, and of the replies made to them, if any 
COLONIZATION IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. Sours] desires to go on to-day 
with his remarks wl ch ! wa s ibm ting on 
Monday last when he was interr pted by an Ex 
ecutive session. Th day was assigned for the 





consideration of the joint 
to the Monroe doctrine and 


resoiutions 


the [Is 


in reference 


nd of Cuba 


’ 


which I had the honor of submitting sometime 
since. At the suevestion of the honorable Senato 
from Louisiana, | now move that the further cor 
sideration of those resolutions be postpe ned to 


Tur sday next, so as n 
The motion wa 


ot to mterfere with him 


avreed to 


OFFICIAL CONDUCT OF COM. MORGAN 
The resoiutions on the table be ing taken min 
their order, the Prestpentr announced the resolu 


Senator from New Hampshire, |Mr 
Hate,] in relation to the official conduct of Com 
modore Charlies W. Morgan. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senate will 


tion of the 


give me ve, 
I will withdraw that resolution, inasmuch as 
Commodore has died since it was presented 
Mr. SHIELDS. Before that is done, I w 
in justice to that de ised officer, to present a 
letter which I have received from an officer wh 


accompante d I 





"anean squadron, 





ira in the Medite 


and who was with him during the whole period of 
that cru I have not the letter here tusat now. 
and t refore | would prete r that the resolution 
should lie over for the present. It is well know: 

that the death of Commodore Morgan will pre 

vent the investigation of those charges; but tl f 
officer to whom I have referred accompanied the 
squadron during its whole cruise, and ie has fe 

it to be h duty to come forward vindicate the 
memory of his commander. As l have sa ae I 
have not the letter now before me, but I shall take 
occasion to present it ata proper time. 1 think it 
will satisfy the honorable Senator from New 
Ham} shire that injustice ha bee done to the 
character, and now to the memory, of a gallant 
and distinguished officer I be r, therefore, that 
the Senator wil! permit the resolution to lie over 
for the present, until I can present the letter which 
is a response to the lervations contained in the 
resolution. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, there are n« e 
gations contained in the resolution which is on 
the table. It is SIM ply one*of inquiry, ¢ id the 
last time it was before the Senate, the body re- 


fused to consider it. It has come up now in its 
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I : ‘ ference ti 
recular order, and [ think, with all deference to 
the honorable Senator trom L[ilinois, that the course 
would be rather an 


which he proposes to pursue, 
who feel bound to 


extraordinary one It officers 
sustain the course of Commodore Morgan, are to 
be heard by letters addr ; 

tell the Senator there are other officers who have 
contradictory statements to make, who would also 
claim a like privilege of laying their representa- 
tions before the Senate. 1! have no wishes in rela- 
tion to this matter at all—not theleast. If any- 
d, | have f 
slightest objection on earth; but I thought, as the 
Commodore was dead, and the resolation + apper- 
mode in which he discharged his 


essed to the Senate, [~can 


body wishes the resolution passe not the 


tained to the 
duty, and as he had been called before a highe 
tribunal than we are to answer for the manner in 
dis harged his duty on earth, it 
to withdraw the resolution; bu 
taken, Lhave 
, however, tell the honor- 
that there are other officers who did 
accompany Morgan, whose 
statements these inquiries are 
side is to be heard, it would he but an act of justice 
to hear the other. I[ think the better way wou | 
be to let the whole subject be withdrawn, and let 
it go, neither affirming nor denying anything. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I think the better way would 
have been never to introduce the resolution. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not. 

Mr. SHIELDS. That is my opinion. Well, 
sir, the resolution has been inti sduced by the hon- 
from New Hampshire. 
yretend to impugn his motives; on the contrary, | 
{ ‘If was imposed upon and made in 


which he h is 
wou d f decorous 
if anybody wishes a different course 
to find. l can 


able Senator 


no fault 
Commodore upon 
based; and if one 


orable Senator I do not 
velieve he himse 
some way tne instrument of doing injustice to a 
brave and gallant man; I thought so originally; | 
think so yet. [am informed thatan hour or two 
before his death, this gallant officer read the 1eso- 
lution, and these implied charges, for they are 
such. 

{ hold now in my hand the paper to which I 
alluded, addressed to me by an officer who accom- 
panied him. I do not wish to present it now, for 
some reasons which I will let the Senator know on 
some other occasion. I therefore prefer that the 
honorable Senator should let this resolution lie on 
the table for the present, and I will, or he may, 

call it up at any tt time, and then I shall do 
justice to the memory of this officer. It shall have 
no reference whatsoever to himif he will take this 
course 

Mr. HALE. No reference to me! 

Mr. SHIELDS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HALE. I do not ask any favors of any 
the Navy. If he has got anything 
against me let it come out. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Very well, sir; then I will 
present this communication. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from New 
Hampshire asks leave to withdraw the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Before that is done, I wish to 
yresent this communication. 

HALE. Ihave no objection to gratifying 
the Senator. 

The PRESIDENT. Then the resolution will 
he passed by informally, if sueh be the pleasure 
of the Senate. 

The resolution was passed by accordingly. 

REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA. 

The PRESIDENT announced that the next 
resolution upon the calendar, was one offered by 
the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Brooxke,]| in 
reference to the dismissal of Mr. Marcoleta, late 
Minister of Nicaragua. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, if agreeable to 
the Senator who offered that resolution, | propose 
that it should lie over for a little while. I recol- 
lect that at the time he introduced it, I intended 
to converse with him on the subject, but | have 
not yet had an opportunity of doing se. I there- 
fore ask him to let it lie over. 

Mr. BROOKE. I have no objection. 

The resolution was passed over informally. 

BRITISH COLONY IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 

The personal explanations on this subject were 
resumed. 

Mr. SOULE. When the other day this debate 
was suspended, | was about,to state what occur- 
rences had transpired in Executive session upon 
the ratification of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. But 


ass ; 
oftiicer ot 
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I thought it due to myself, not to proceed to 
do so until | had ascertained the sense of the Sen- 
ate as Lo the propriety of my alluding to anything 
that might pertain to our secret proceedings; and 
the sensibility hich has been evinced since then, 
in reference to this subject, has but confirmed me 
in the idea that there was some wisdom in the 
course | thought proper to pursue. I did not ap- 
prehend, indeed, that any very serious conse- 
quence might result from such a disclosure; for in 
this, as in most other instances, it will ever be 
found that what is kept most secret, is, when di- 
vuiged, hardly worth the honors of mystery. And 
still, it was pensenss to those who voted, like 
> treaty, that the reasons whie h 
‘should go forth to thec ountry. 

1 stated on Monday last what scruples had in- 
duced me to be somewhat dissatis fied with the 
wording of the treaty, when it was first presented, 
informally, to my consideration, and how those 
scruples had been met, ansv vered, and removed; 
yet, even the assurances Ziven me and my assoc i- 
ision, could not divest me of all 
anxiety concerning it; and though | reposed the 
most unbounded confidence in the discretion and 
reserve of the then chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, [Mr. Krne,} | could not resist 

ation of calling avain his attention to the 
provisions of that treaty. I met him 
at his quarters, but a few minutes after an inter- 
view which he had had with Mr. Clayton; and he 
the assurances which hehad formerly 
given in relation to the same. 

When the treaty came before the Senate for 
ratification, | rose and stated in debate the diffi- 
culties and doubts which had arisen in my mind 
on this point; and though I had determined to be 
guided, in the vote. which I was about to give,— 
being myself a comparatively young Senator,—by 

which those whose wisdom and expe- 
rience were far above mine, should pursue, I felt 
unwilling to ‘Romp | back from the Senate the omin- 
ons under which I labored; and | 
well rec ollect that when I had done thus, express- 
ing my doubts and apprehensions, a distinguished 
Senator from the South, no longer of this body, 
somewhat abruptly remarked, that he had heard 
enough of the subject, and would vote against the 
treaty. But assurances were again renew ed, that 
what of obscurity might still remain in the obnox- 
ious article was meant merely as a protection to 
the keen sensibilities of the British negotiator, and 


aue > i 
me,ion ftavoi ot 


roverned their votes 


ates on that occ 


the tempt 


ques fOnavit 


: ; 
bul renewea 


the course 


ous limp ress 


that the treaty was understood as absolutely POL: 


ting an end to all pretensions of jurisdiction o 
supremacy by England over any part of Central 
America, It was under the promptings of such 
assurances that I gave my vote in favor of the 
treaty; and so, I am sure, did those who voted 
with me. If there be a Senator on this floor who 
voted for the treaty under the impression that it 
did not relieve the whole of Central America from 
foreign jurisdiction and control, let him stand up, 
and speak forth; 1 am ready yield him the 
floor. 

I have seen in the newspapers published in this 
city, a correspondence between Mr. King and 
Secretary Clayton, which is deemed by some as 
implying a discrepancy between the views ex- 
pressed by Mr. King in his letter, and the state- 
ments made by the Senators who have spoken on 
this side of the question. Ido not so understand 
it. It was, | presume, fully understood when the 
treaty was under consideration, that its terms did 
not refer to, or interfere with, the mere license— 
for that is the proper term—held by Great Britain 


to cut logwood at Balize; and Mr. King, in his | 


letter, could have meant no more than a reference 
to this precarious right exercised by English sub- 
jects over certain portions of the territory of Hon- 
duras. Mr. King by no means intimates that any 
claim to dominion which Great Britain might set 
up over any part of Honduras is excluded from 
the provisions of the treaty; on the contrary, he 
expressly warns Mr. Clayton against_the admis- 
sion of any such right in the British Crown. In 
a word, Mr. King’s letter was nothing more than 
an ac kin »wledgment that the precarious right I 
have alluded to wasin no way affected by the pro- 
visions of the treaty. 

lt is worthy of remark, and I took occasion to 
advert to the fact the other day, that the first man- 
ifestations we can discover of any scruple enter- 
tained by the British negotiator as to the import 


‘elves until two months had elansed 
fication by the Senate. 

Palmerston had pondered over it 
most likely, that its terms did 
with his own sentiments and wishes 
to it, that Mr. Bulwer deemed an 
its meaning necessary. 


ane 
hot 


ex 


language used was expressive of t! 
the parties? Where the necessity 
vation for the British Honduras, jf j; 
prised within the terms of exclusion 
here the best proof that Lord P, 
must have judged that the treaty affe: 
tensions to dominion, on the p art of E 
a part of Honduras: for there could n 
have been any occasion to remonstr: 

meaning it should have in that partic 
tion. ‘The factis, that Lord P nleneent 
what pec uliar features characterize 

ment in its connection with this body, : 
ing that our Minister of State was 

powers unknown to our Constitutio; 
ercise of which, in other countries, is 
may have indulged some hope of e 

what, in diplomatic } 


ie 


ne 


arlance, is calle 


such modifications A the treaty as mi ght 


views of what that treaty should have 
who amongst us was to be told that 
action of the two Ministers, cloth 


comes to us with the artificial pen 


ingly attached to it by the Executivg, 
weight of a feather in determining 
which it should be taken ? 


But admitting for a moment, that whatever 
tensions to dominion Great Britain might 
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ance 
! 
the sense 


ge 


over anv part of Honduras were in terms ex, 


from the operations of the treaty, the questir 


remains, what those rights be which 
renounced? We have beard much, 
flibustiering and marauding. We 


connection with the subject before us, a st 


example of what can be made out, ir 
expedition originating with a hand 
neers, 

As early as 1642, we find a par 
freebooters operating a descent upor 
the other neighboring islands. 


were not! 
of late, bout 
} - ro 
will hnd, 
rial? 
1 time, of a 
ful of bue 


ty of Engl olish 
1 Roatan, 


They seem ") 


have anticipated what the historian Juarros wr 


of the importance of their 


posit 
were,”’ 


ion. “They 7 


says he, ‘‘exceedingly advantageo 


‘them, (the freebooters,) and proportionately 


* jurious to the Spaniards, because, 
‘main land, they were enabled to m 
scents whenever they pleased, and 
‘ cility interrupt the commerce betw 
‘dom of Guatemala and Spain.’ 


being near the 
ake their de 
with equ 

een the 

In 1750, 


Spanish regained posession of the Islands, 


found them a waste; and in that ec 


ondition they 


remained until precisely one hundred years after 


the first attempt I have just alluded 


to. Weact- 


ually find England in 1742 anxious to possess 


herself of Central 
important points of that continent— 
illo on the coast, and Roatan, one 
that stud the Bay of Honduras. 
ire of Spain, as proud then as she 
but somewhat more able to commatr 
respect. 
1763, in which is to be found this p 

** His Britannic Majesty shall cause to t 


the fortifications which his subjects bay 


America, seizing on the mos 


such as Trux 
of the gr 


This roused t! 


is at this 
id and it 


War ensues, which ends in the treaty of 


rovision 


ve demolis 
e erected 


say of Honduras, and other places of the territory of Spa 
in that part of the world, within four months,” &e., & 


But Spain soon discovered that, 
so explicit a clause in the treaty, 
continued in the occupancy of R 


: } 
in violat 

4 » Det 
Great DD 


oatan, & 


the works erected on certain points of t 
In 1718 war is renewed, and Guatemala succeels 
in resuming possession of Roatan. The te 


of peace concluded in 1783 appare 


ntly Makes & 


pecial reference to these islands; for, by one 
provisions, England agrees to abandon the con- 
tinent, and allistands whatever dependent upon “ 
Yet even this provision isevaded by E ngl and; 


in 1786, Spain, insisting on more s 


trin vent 


succeeds in forcing England into a supplemen 


Yireaty, by which the latter is boun 


the country of the Mosquitoes, as well 


in general, and the islands adjacent, 


CEPTION.’?’ 


In 1796, the war, raging afresh, suspends | 


d $* to era 
as the c 
WITHO! 


| treaty, and England is again found hovering 


and about the islands, and holdi1 


net 


1Z them wi 


| of the treaty, should net have exhibited them- || her sway; but in May, 1797, Roatan is sure 
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= aca an 


ri 
» Don José Rosi y Rubia, who resumes 
n of it in the name and on bebalf of the 
+ of Honduras. And this closes the 
«made by Engl ind during the last century 
; that part “of the world. 
os of peace of 1814, however, revives, 


8 essi 


mame! 


The treaty 
, *-opporating them in its provisions, those 
Y a above from the treaty of 1786. What 


9}, Central America proclaims her inde- ‘ 
and soon afterwards, Honduras, organ- 
a State, takes possession of the islands in 
1s of so many dependencies, and passes 
jer the same title to the possession of the 
leral Republic of Central America. 
"In 1830, we find again the British hand extend- 
wer these islands, and they are seized upon 
e superint endent at Balize. The confed- 
ad States of Central America remonstrate, and 
Peitish Gov cerca is brought to disavow thell” 


ne bi 


' 12 

i 

- fence 
io 


iV, 


+ of its agents. 

What occurred afterwards would hardly be 
worth relating, if it did not tend to show the un- 
vielding pertinacity of England to hold fast to 


‘hese important points of location in a military, 
and commercial point of view. Colonel 


Vill, 


McDonald, in 1841, again shows the flag of Eng- 
lend at Roatan and Guanaja. He is, however, 
called by his Government in 1843, when Hosa- 


as renews her remonstrances, but is soon 
hushed by tlre obstreperous interposition of Mr. 
Faucond, appointed in the place of McDonald, 
and by the ‘subsequent blockades and threats 
which enabled Mr. Chatfield to keep in awe the 
refractory, but weak State. 

Thus have I showed what, under existing trea- 
ties, would be the pretensions of England to any 

tof Central America, exhibiting at the sametime 
w th what greediness she has ever coveted a foot- 
hold upon tt. 

Can these high-handed attempts on the part of 
England, which I have just narrated, in any way 

ter or modify the tenure under which she holds 

ie precarious rights awarded to her by the treaty 

f 17862 They could have imparted to her no 
political jurisdiction, and [ have the best proof 
that whatever they may have been of late in her 
eves, she never considered them as implying more 
than a mere occupancy for specific purposes—the 

iting of dye-woods within a defined district. 
The act of George III, 57, passed June 27, 1817, 
defines, with am unerring precision, the nature, 
import,and extent of those grants. Its title reads, 

In act for the more effectual punishment of murders 
and manslaughters committed in places NoT WITHIN 
his Majesty’s dominions,’’ and its provisions are 
headed by the following preamble: 


‘Whereas grievous murders and manslaughters have 
been committed at the settlement in the Bay of Honduras, 
the same being a settlement for certain purposes, in the 


ssession and under the protection of his Majesty, but not 

thin the territory and dominions of his Majesty,’’ &c. 

rherefore,”? &e. 

[ have, I think, shown conclusively that Eng- 4 
land herself never understood, prior, to the late 4 
events that have occurred in Central America, that 
she possessed anything more than the precarious 

Sea which | have on more than one occasion 

If such be her tenure with respect to her settle- 
ments at Balize, how can she, under its cover, set 
up any claim to colonize the bay islands? When 
were these a dependency of Balize? And if not 
a dependency of Balize, what right has England 
to extend thither any settlement whatsoever, and, 
least of all, a syst em of complete colonization? 
T hough her conduct in this instance be in strict 
Keeping with what we know of her past history 
in reference to other possessions, I cannot even 
aoe a supposition that she means seriously to 

Sat defiance, and to bring into ridicule that 
Monroe doc ‘trine, the boast of our statesmen, and 
the main pivot on which has heretofore turned the 
foreign 1 policy of our Government with reference 
to the c oncerns of this continent. 

Iv vish not to light up fires that might lead to a 
general combustion. I am not insensible of the 
cers of a contest,in the present condition of 

cific coast especially, between these States 
I. d any of the maritime Powers of E vurope. Still, 

desire that the world may know that it were not 
safe for any of them to presume too far or too 
long on our'wish for peace and tran yuillity. In an 
emergency, we would soon be found prepared to 
compete suec essfully with any or all of them. I || 


Re 
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have no fear for the result of such a contest, and 
yet I would avoid it; for if it should ever take 
place, I cannot but apprehend that we would 


realize the stupendous hope which Canning ut- 
tered when, upon the invasion of Spain by France, 
he had in contemplation the impendency of a con- 
flict between Er cland and the continental Powers 
of Europe. Yes, sir, we might see * ranged be- 
‘neath our banners, to take part in the struggle, 
‘all the world the age’s unquiet 
spirits, all those who, justly or unjustly, are dis- 
satisfied with the present state of their 
tries.”’ The idea of such a situation excites my 
dread, as it excited the dread of that ; 
man; for it would show that a mig 
spirit of freedom perhaps more terrible than has 
ever been seen in action throug! the history of 
the human race. 

I have done. Before resuming my how- 
ever, let me express an abiding confidence that 
this matter will shortly come before us in some 
tangible shape, through which we may intimate 
our desire that, in case there be any 
between us and England, with reference to the 
meaning of the treaty, the latter may be notified 
of our determination to suspend its action. 
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Mr. PEARCE I do not propose to goat larve 
into this debate. I entered into it ori rina “4 for the 
purpose of defending a late Secretary of State (Mr. 


Clayton) from the charge which had been athe 
against him, that by a correspondence with the 
British Minister, subsequent to the ratification of 
he treaty, he had done away with what some gen- 
tlemen in this body understood to be the true pur- 
port and intent of the treaty; and nothing which 
has been said to-day, has shaken my conviction 
that the Secretary has been successful! ly defended 
England, by that treaty, as I understand it, re- 
nounced no right which she had in British Hon- 
duras, and neither that treaty, nor Mr. Clayton’s 
letter, undertook toefix the character of the rights 
which Great Britain may have in that region of 
the world. 

But there are other gentlemen in this body who 
think that the intent of that treaty was to sw eep 
British occupation from the entire Central Amert- 





ca, including British Honduras. So did not | 
think. I think the intention was to limit the en- 


croachments of Great Britain, which we knew 
were going on, to check the extension of her pos- 
sessions in that quarter, but to leave the posses- 
sions which she was actually then enjoying pre- 
cisely as they were, without impeachment, and 
without sanction. That is the view which many 
of us here understand is to be taken of it. But 
how happens it, Mr. President,—if the construc- 
tion of the treaty which is given by gentlemen on 
the other side be correct, and the intention was to 
sweep the British away from all their possessions 
in that quarter, even from British Honduras,—that 
from the date of the ratification of that treaty, down 
to the present time, which is two years and a a half, 
the British have continued their , pre- 
cisely as they had it at the date of the treaty , and 
from not one of those gentlemen—who now de- 
clare, most sincerely no doubt, that they under- 
stood the ob yject and effect of the treaty to be to 
put an end to that British occupancy—one word 
of remonstance has been heard against such con- 
tinued occupancy, in violation as they say of the 
true intent and purport of that treaty? ‘That single 
fact is, in my opinion, an ample vindication of the 
late Secretary of State. 

But, sir, Ido not propose to go into this discus- 
sion. Iam afraid I have talked too much 
it already, and I apologize for having said these 
few words. The main purpose of my rising was, 
to make to the Senate a statement, which | 
been requested to make, on behalf of Colonel King. 
I have received this morning, by the hand of an 
honorable member of the other House from the 
State of Alabama, [Mr. Brage,] the following 
communication: 


occ up incy 


about 


have 


‘¢ Colonel King desires Mr. Pearce to say in the Senate, 
that it has not been his desire or intention, in anything 
which he has been represented as saying, in reference to the 
Clayton and Bulwer treaty, to cast the slightest imputation 
on Mr. J. M. Clayton, in reference to that mattcr 
contrary, he desires to do Mr. Clayton the justice 
that he is convinced that in everything connected with that 
treaty, he, Mr. Clayton, was actuated by a patriotic anxicty 
to protect the rights and interests of his country Col ! 
King feels mortified that anything said by lim, undera mits 
apprehension of the facts of the case, d have been 
made the basis fur unjust reflections on Mr. Clayton.’ 


I do not feel authorized to add a word of com- 


Qin the 
to 8ay,. 


shou 
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ment to this statement, except to say, that it 


perfectly consistent with that character for strict 
integrity, and scrupulous honor, which has ever 
been enjoved by Mr. King. 


Mr. SOULE. 1 wish to ascertain whether the 
honorable Senator from Mary! land means to apply 

int Mr. King says, of his conversation in refer 
ence to Mr. Clayton, merely to what trans i 
ately, or to those conversations of which many 
of us have had occasion to speak, as connected 
with the ratification of the treaty 

Mr. PEARCE l have no authority to meke 
any application of the statement at all Lops 
sent the statement at the request of Colonel King, 
and I cannot undertake to say to what remarks it 
applies, 

Mr.SOULE. I meant only to ask whe 
honorable Senator had any means of ascertainis 

Mr. PEARCE. Ihave not the means of know 
ing anything, except the communication which | 
have read to the Senate I have had no oppor 
tunity of seeing Mr. King during his sickness 
This paper was handed te me this morning by th: 
Hon. Mr. Brace, of the House of Representa 
tives, with a request by Mr. King, that I would 
read it in the Senate on his behalf. 

Mr. SOULE. Does the honorable Senator um 
derstand it to apply to the on@inal remarks 

Mr. PEARCI A I do not know that | under 


stand the honorable Senator. I do not know ti 
I can put a construction on Mr. King’s statemé 
or say to what it applies, though I think it is quite 


erspicuous, 


Mr. SOULE. I merely want to ascertain of the 
Senator himself, whether he understood this ex 
planation given by Mr. King as applying to any 
other conversations than those which have tak: 


place lately 

Mr. PEARCE. I 
was said in the 
no authority 
have read it. 


suppose it anniies to what 


Senate some days since, but | have 


except to make the sts tement ¢ I 


Mr. SOULE. Well, I shall cover the whole 
rround myself. It will be seen that the honorable 
Senator labors under a misapprehensior ind | 
am sure that he would be the last one to be wv 


ing todo so. He will feel some gratitudeif J shail 


| have not | wc] 


be able to set him right laimed it 
any way the right of 
ar terized as precarious, of cutting 
Honduras. Whatever that right ma 
never disclaimed that it was 


England which I have ec} 
logwood in 
Vv be, we have 
considered by us 
by the treaty; but what we 
had disclaimed was,that we could not 
the treaty as leaving untouched 
sovereignty in 


as being untouched 
understand 
the questior f 


those | lands, and [ am frome to 


show, from the very language of Mr. Claytor 
that we were right. 
Mr. PEARCE If the Senator will allow m« 


—if | understood him aright, | do not know that 


there is any difference between him and myself ir 
that particular. The Senate will recollect that 
when I made my remarks on this subject the othe: 
day, | expressly stated that Great Britain had o 

tained herricht of possession in those rerions un 
der the’treaty of 1763; that she had claimed to have 
some title before, and perhans made some irrecu 
lar settlements, but the first valid treaty was that 


of 1763, 
tion. 
the within which England might 
ceed to exercise her privileges were defi i, 
a further privilege was given while the convention 
of 1786 extended the 


which defined the purpose of her occunna 
I stated further, that by the treaty of 1783. 


boundaries 


the bounds of British o« 


pancy. Ido not know that [ mentioned the f 

of the acknowledgment of those existine treaties 
by that of 1814 That is undoubt ilv a ‘ ed 
by the honorable Senator from L« ulsiana, In 
nothing that I have said at any time, have I und 

taken to vindicate the richtful dominion of Great 
Britain to those countries | have expressly re 
frained from that. I have spoken of the circum 
stances under which she obtained possession, and 


of the encroachments by which she has endeavored 
in violation of hich conferred on her 
restricted rights, to 

I do not therefore, that in 
is any differenc 


the treaties w 
solute dominion 
this 
the Senator 


obtain an abs 


see, reanect, there 


e between and my 





unless it be this: that I suppose the Clayton ar 
Bulwer treaty to leave the rights of Great Brita 
whatever they were, in British Hondura Ww 
out impeachment, and without sanction 
Mr.SOULE. Whence, then, | would ask, 


arise the discrepancy between us and the h 
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able Senator? We, from the outset, unhes ta- 
tingly admitted tha’ in so far as certain precarious 
rights might be claimed and held by Great Bri- 
tain, as having been transferred to her by the treaty 
of 1783. and afterwards by that of 1786, they 
remained untouched. But other pretensions than 
those admissible under the mere sufferance allowed 
by those treaties, were understood to be enter- 
tained by England, and ‘those were the preten- 
sions which this treaty was meant to do away 
with. It left to England none of those rights 
through which she might assume any political 
jurisdiction over the country it covered, and this 
was all of Central America; and on this point the 
honorable Senator will allow me to satisfy him 
that our understanding of the treaty was in strict 
accordance with that of Mr. Clayton himself, as 
exhibited in the instructions which he gave to that 
able, efficient, and patrioticagent, Mr. Squier, when 
he put him in charge of our interests as connected 
with the republic of Nicaragua. It will be remem- 
bered that those instructions bear date the 7th of 
May, 1850, and were therefore anterior to the ex- 
change of the ratifications between the two nego- 
tiators. Here is the lanzuage which Mr. Clayton 
uses in reference to this subject: ' 


* We have never acknowledged, and can never acknowl 
edge, the existence of any claim of sovereignty in the Mos 
quito king or any Indian in America. To do so, would be 
to deny the tite of the United States to our own territory. 
Having always regarded an Indian title as a mere right of 
occupancy, We can never agree that such a titie should be 
treated otherwise than as a thing to be extinguished at the 
will of the discoverer of the country. Upon the ratifica 
tion of the treaty, Great Britain will no longer have any 
interest to deny this principle, which she has recognized in 
every other case, in common with us. Her protectorate 
will be reduced to a shadow, ‘stat nominis umbra;’ for she 
can neither occupy, fortify, nor colonize, or exercise do 
minion or control in any part of the Mosquito coast or Cen- 
tral America. To attempt to do either of those things, 
after the exchange of rutifications, would inevitably produce 
a rupture with the United Slates.” 

Mr. PEARCE. I do not perceive any discrep- 
ancy between the Senator and myself; certainly 
not as regards the Mosquito coast, of which I 
have refrained from speaking, or of the rest of the 
States of Central America—none at all; but there 
is a difference between the Senator from Louisiana 
and the Senator from Michigan, which I will not 
attempt to reconcile. 

Mr. DOWNS. Some documents have been 
published this morning, for the first time, which 
throw light on this subject, and corroborate very 
fully and very completely the positions taken by 
the honorable Senator from Michigan and myself, 
and others, in regard to the provisions of this 
treaty. While the matter is fresh in our minds, 
it will be well to refer to those documents. I will, 
therefore, read the message of the President of the 
United States, transmitting the treaty to the Sen- 


ate, which clearly indicates the construction which | 


we have placed upon the treaty, that it did em- 
brace the whole of Central America, including 
Honduras. I shall not stop now to discuss the 
nature of the possession, or the right which Great 
Britain had there. But the position that I as- 
sumed, and so I understood the honorable Senator 
from Michigan to assume, was, that after that 
treaty, the British Government retained no power 
to occupy, fortify, or colonize any portion of Cen- 
tral America, including what is called British 
Honduras; and I think the message of the Presi- 
dent, transmitted with the treaty, clearly shows 
that he and his Cabinet entertained the same opin- 
ion. In that message, dated April 22, 1850, the 
President uses this language: 

‘*it will be seen that this treaty does not propose to 
take money from the public Treasury to effect any object 
contemplated by it. It yields protection to the capitalists 
who may undertake to construct any canal or railway 
across the Isthmus, commencing on the southern part of 
Mexico, and terminating in the territory of New Granada.”’ 

Here are words which define the limits of the 
treaty. It embraces the whole of Central America 
The object is ** to construct any canalor railway 
across the Isthmus, commencing on the southern 
part of Mexico, and terminating in the territory 
of New Granada.’’ I would ask whether in the 
territory ‘“‘commencing on the southern part of 
Mexico and terminating in the territory of New 
Granada,’’ British Honduras is not included? 
Here we have the language of the President of 
the United States, to the effect that the treaty was 
intended to apply to that region, and to the whole 
of it. But nk is not all. Let us proceed. It 
will be found that this message catnpliteby refutes 
the argument of the Senator from New York, 
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{[Mr. Sewarop,] that the treaty was intended only 
to provide for a canal across the Isthmus, for the 
President expressly states that one object of the 
treaty was to protect Central America from for- 
eign aggression, and to maintain the independ- 
ence and sovereignty of all the Central American 
republics. The message further says: 

‘* It gives no preference to any one route over another, 
but proposes the same measure of protection for all which 
ingenuity and enterprise can construct. Should this treaty 
be ratified, it will secure in future the liberation of all Cen 
tral America from any kind of foreign aggression. ”’ 

‘* Any kind of foreign aggression.’’ The Pres- 
ident first states what is Central America, and then 
says that the treaty applies to all. But that is not 
all. He continues: 

‘‘ Atthe time negotiations were opened with Nicaragua 
for the construction of a canal through her territory, 1 found 
Great Britain in possession of nearly half of Central Amer- 
ica, as the ally and protector of the Mosquito king. It has |, 
been my object’? — 4 

I call the attention of the Senate particularly to 
this—- 

“ {tis has been my object in negotiating this treaty, not 
only to secure the passage across the Isthmus to the Gov 
ernment and citizens of the United States, by the construc- 
tion of a great highway, dedicated to the uses of all nation 
on equal terms, but to maintain the independence and sov- 
ereiguty of all the Central American republics.”’ 

Now, if that language does not sustain the Sen- 
ator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] and myself—if the 
treaty does not embrace the whole territory, as the 
President says, from the southern boundary of 
Mexico to New Granada, | am at a loss to find, 
words to express that meaning. While weare oné 
this subject—for it is an interesting one, and I 
think everything in regard to it ought to be under- 
stood—I would like the honorable Senators from 
Maryland (Mr. Pearce] and New York, [Mr. 
Sewarp,] who have looked so closely into it, and 
talked so much about British rights, to explain 
what they mean by those British rights. Do they 
mean that England retains after this treaty, or had 
before, the right not merely to cut wood in Hon- 
duras, but to colonize it, as they have now, ina 
proclamation, declared their intention todo? That 
is the realquestion. Weassume that, by thetreaty, 
it has renounced that right. ‘The late President of 
the United States seems to have entertained that 
view when the treaty was submitted to the Senate; 
and I would like to know now if the gentlemen 
still think that, under the stipulations of that treaty, 
they have that right? 

There is another circumstance, Mr. President, 
to which I wish to call the attention of the Senate 
on this subject, and it is to show that this idea of | 
the construction which is now contended for by 


| the British Government originated in a very late 


period; for at the very time that the treaty was 
signed, on the 19th of April, Mr. Clayton’s letter, 
published this morning in the correspondence be- 
tween him and Sir Henry Bulwer, shows, that so 
careful were they, when the projet of the treaty 
vas submitted to different Senators, it was also 
transmitted to England, and submitted to Lord 
Palmerston; and Sir Henry Bulwer says, in his 
letter, that he was authorized to sign the treaty 
precisely as it came back, and makes reference to 
some verbal alterations, which he says were not 
material. Now, it is very strange, after the treaty 
was drawn up, and sent to Lord Palmerston, and 
came back without any change of importance, and 
when we have the letters both of Mr. Clayton and 
Mr. Bulwer at the time of signing the treaty, dis- 
coursing on other matters, and making no allusion 
to this, that such a construction should be put 
upon the treaty as is sought to be put upon it by 
the English Government. It seems never to have 
been thought of at that time. It was not until 
after the treaty was ratified, after the power had 
gone from the Senate—some time in July, 1850— 
that the President in another message used the 
language referred to by the Senator the other day, 
from which it is implied that Honduras was not 
included in the treaty. Had not theSenate, then, 
a right to understand the treaty as the President 

understood it when he submitted it tothem? I 

think this sustains to the fullest extent the posi- | 
tion taken by us, that if the treaty had been un- 

derstood in any other way than that it did em- 

brace the whole of Central America, it would never 

have been ratified. When it was ratified we had 

the message accompanying it before us. It is ma- 

terial to look to that. It uses language very dif- | 
ferent from that used in July, which could have 
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no bearing on the treaty, because it w 
It would seem, then, that this infor 
been purposely withheld from the § 
United States. The question had no 
true, when the treaty was ratified 
gested, and therefore could not h 
nicated. The message, then, clearly show 
my opinion, that the President understood’ . 
treaty precisely as we do. I thought this d - 
ment so important that I have brought it to eon 
tention of the Senate while the subject is bef _ 
Mr. PEARCE. I think the Senator from 18 
siana has misapprehended the meaning of the; — 
graph which he read from the messace of fag 
dent Taylor. The President, when he 
the treaty as giving ‘* protection to th 
who may undertake to construct any canal or ra; 
way across the Isthmus, commencing in the coud, 
ern part of Mexico, and terminating in the oor 
tory of New Granada,”’ alluded to the differen 
propositions fer making an inter-oceanic com veg 
nication across different parts of the Isthmus: on, 
was by the Tehuantepec route, another by the 
Panama railroad, and the third was by the way t 
Nicaragua. And when he speaks of the terriion 
commencing at the southern part of Mexico ant 
running to New Granada, he speaks of jt jn reened 
to the different parts through which these three 
different routes were proposed to be constructed 
That is all. It is true he says: : 


as ratified. 
Mation } 

enate of the 
n t arisen, it is 
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“Tt has been my object in negotiating this treaty. no 
only to secure the passage across the Isthmus to the Gor 
ernment and citizens of the United States, by the construe. 
tion of a great highway, dedicated to the uses of gl nations 
on equal terms, but to maintain the independence and sm. 
ereignty of all the Central American republics.” 


And in my judgment, that treaty—if it be not 
violated—does effect those objects. It maintaing 
the sovereignty and independence of Guatemala 
Salvador, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Honduras 
It takes away from the British all shadow of 
pretense for enforcing dominion over whatis called 
the Mosquito shores. It stops the encroachments 
which at that time they were making by running 
the claim of the Musquito king below the river 
San Juan, and extending it from Cape Honduras 
to Escuda de Veragua, as Mr. Buchanan says 
they wére doing, in his letter of June 3d, 1848, taf 
Mr. Hise; and it prohibits all farther attempts on 
the part of Great Britain to establish her domin- 
ions there by means of her so-called protectorate, 
or by colonizing on the Mosquito shores, or in 

any of the Central American States. 
will add—though it is not appropriate to this 
debate, and I have endeavored to refrain from 
speaking on any subject except what belongs to 
the occasion—that it rather seems to me to be an 
encroachment on the part of Great Britain to take 
possession of the islands on the southern shore of 
Honduras bay. So I hinted, | think, when! 
spoke on Monday; but I refrained from express- 
ing myself directly, because it did not properly 
belong to the subject before the Senate, my object 
being to vindicate a late Secretary of State from 
the charge of having, by his correspondence with 
Sir H. Bulwer, effected a change in the treaty after 
its ratification. I now repeat the question which! 
asked when addressing the Senate before, if the 
construction of the Senator from Michigan is right, 
and the treaty was intended to exclude British oc- 
cupation from the whole of Central America, in- 
cluding ‘* British Honduras,’’ why is it that that 
, Senator, learned and astute as he is, and familiar 
with’ our foreign affairs, has never, from the date 
of its ratification down to the present time, a period 
of two years and six months, remonstrated agains! 
the continued occupation by Great Britain, which 
in his view of the treaty, is a violation of it? 
Mr. CASS. I will tell the honorable Senator 
directly. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I have no wish, after wha! 
has been presented to the Senate by the honorable 
Senator from Louisiana, to add anything to what 
he has stated. I rise at this time, not to interfere 
in this question of veracity, or even about the con- 
struction of the treaty 
Mr. PEARCE. Itis nota question of veracity 
Mr. SHIELDS. Well, not veracity; for there 
is no question of veracity in fact in the case; 18 
a mere matter of information, and perhaps misul- 
derstanding. But, I repeat what I have said be 
fore, that whether you give to this treaty the mean 
ing put upon it by the negotiators, their own prt 
vate understanding, or whether you give !t the 
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oe that the language imports, the treaty has || “* key to Spanish Aemerica,”’ and ‘‘a new Gibral- made, rather indistinctly, by the Senator from Ma- 
meanins ‘ted by the seizure of these islands. So || tar’’ on this Continent. ryland to another consideration, and that. is to the 
been ore or what is termed British Honduras, Therefore, what I want to assert, and | confine | origin of this matter. As I before mentioned to the 
are ae am not disposed to enter into that || myself to that this morning, is, that to this coun- | Senate, as soon as | was aware of the colonization 
18 cone , 


sn now, and for this reason: { think it might || try the seizure of these islands is a matter of vast of the Bay of Islands by the British, and of the 
yest ’ © : , t "Qs ‘ — infrac p ,e tr o- . : 

rr olitic for us at this time to construe the || importance; that it is an infraction of the treaty, | assumption of general jurisdiction and dominion 
ag . relation to it, as I apprehend, in doing | put either construction upon it; an open violation over them by the British Government, I brought 
treaty : . > 


might embarrass our friends hereafter. | || of it; that these islands form great military, com- ¢ the subject before the Senate. I introduced a res 


>» teave thats question for the future; but what || mercial, and naval depéts upon your southern @ lution calling for information from the Executive 
ef « : i . . . a gt iil — tihiiine . : 

sna en to state is this—and I am happy to say that || coast; that it is a part of that girdle of fortresses in regard to it. What was the answer to that: 
mean ¢ Siar ss es = j — M2 ‘ “ : Z i » : =. : ts x ; 

oY anorable Senator from Louisiana | Mr. Sov.e} with which Great Britain is now inclosing this Why, as my honorable friend from Illinois has 
tne nom 


tablished it this morning—the islands that || country. Commence at Halifax, go to the Ber- said. the existing Administration very truly re- 
oh en erected into what is called the Colony |} mudas, and then go south and put her in posses- turned us as an answer, that they knew nothine 
a > Bay of Islands, never belonged to British || sion of these islands, and she hes a girdle of for- || about the subject. But they sent us a copy of an 
Honduras or its dependencies. The honorable || tresses around yourcoast. And her military men important document from the archives of the Gov 


Senator from Louisiana shows, that by the treaty boast of it. It is worth while to read how the , ernment, bearing upon the question. ‘They de 


¢ 1786 Great Britain had a right of occupancy |) military men of England regard these possessions P scribe it truly, as a very important document; and 
Qi sty > 2 < ther ac “antral i. - r . 
wn the Bay of Honduras. He goes further and as the strongest in the southern seas, controlling@™ what was it? Why, th it document was a sort of 
ates what is, I believe, overlooked by the hon- the Caribbean Sea, the bay of Honduras, and Cen- supplementary, quasi-post ratification between the 
gtales, 2 | . . 


rable Senators who spoke on the other side, that tral America, and exposing our whole southern Department of State and the British Minister, re 
ae 


t right was reasserted and reéstablished by the || coast, and forming a link in that chain of posses- | stricting and confining the terms of t 





is treaty 
tna : . > a Sond . a . Ries . —_ ° —_ ; : 
aty of 1814, and that it was nothing more than || sions which Great Britain is now extending round = within narrower limits than I know I put anon 
ay : ‘a country ; . : ' 
» mere license—the right of occupancy, the right || this country. ° it, and I believe a large portion of the Senate put 
+» cut logwood, to carry off mahogany, and erect | | merely rose, not to enter into this doubtful upon it. In that document was contained an ex 


tures and buildings for that purpose, and that || question, but to show that no matter lfow this | tract from a note of Colonel King to Mr. Clayton, 
alone. oon point 1s argued, the seizure of the islands is a vio- saying the Senate perfectiy understood the thing 
~ That treaty embraces the district. The district || lation of the Clayton and Bulwer treaty, and this || so, to wit: that all knew the treaty did not include 
» there defined. It is bounded and marked in the has nothing to do with any pretension, or any British Honduras. 1, asone Senator, knew that I 
meaty: and nowhere in the treaty of 1786 or in || right, or any pretense, which Great Britain claims || did not so understand it. I take it, then, that it 


atruc 


hat of 1814, which reasserts the provisions of the || to the possession, called Balize, or British Hon- was not only my right, but it was my duty to 
weaty of 1786, are the Islands of Roatan and the duras. , : announce to the country that I was not one of 
surrounding islands noticed or reférred to. On the Mr. HALE then obtained the floor. those Senators who had put that construction upon 
soptrary, the honorable Senator from Louisiana, Mr. CASS. I hope the honorable Senator will | the treaty. Before I did that, as a matter of deli- 


Mr. Sovte,] has shown that as late as 1830 the allow me to answer a question which was put to | cacy and propriety, I called upon Colone! King, 
British Government renounced all title to these || me, and | will not detain the Senate ten minutes” and I repeated, word for word, to the Senate 


' 


islands, disavowing the act of their own officer, and || in doing it. the conversation which took place between us. | 
ISial ’ : S Be j = . . - I : 

restoring the islands to Honduras, giving them Mr. HALE. [ yield to the gentleman stated expressly, that Colonel King did allude to 
back to their original owners. Mr. CASS. Mr. President, the honorable Sena- || an undefined right of the British to cut logwood. 


That was as lateas 1830. But now, sir, in 1852, || tor from Maryland, made a sort of appeal to me, | He did not go into a full consideration of the mat- 
there comes a proclamation from the British au- || in the shape of an argumentum ad hominem, witha | ter, but he stated distinctly that in his view, there 
thorities, seizing these islands and erecting them | good deal of emphasis apparently, because he had || was an undefined right to cut logwood 
intoa permanent British colony. The honorable || twice done thesamething. He seemed to suppose I reported to the Senate, with my own exculpa 
Senator from Michigan—and I sincerely thank him || that because I did not bring this matter before the | tion, (if you may so please to call it,) the facts as 
for the act—finding this fact published in the news- || Senate and the country at an earlier day, it must | they occurred. ‘The main fact which I wanted to 
papers, introduced a resolution, calling upon the || be considered that it was because the alarm which | establish, in relation to myself was, that I had no 
President for information as to the seizure. What || he thinks has been raised, did not exist, or was a participation in the ratification of such a treaty as 
information comes? They sent us a message, || matter of very small consideration. Now, sir,! some gentlemen, and among them Mr. Clayton, 
stating, I believe, that they had no information as || cannot put my finger into every dish of diplomacy. | say was submitted to the Senate ; 
to the seizure of these islands. I am happy thatthe || I suppose the Senate and the country will say that Mr. President, the treaty came before the Sen 
honorable Senator from Maryland | Mr. Pearce] I have been pretty busy about these matters of ate purporting to cede, or rather to abjure, all do 
has, so far as he is concerned, made a statement || foreign relations. I have done my share, and |  minion or jurisdiction on the part of the British and 
this morning, whjch precludes the necessity of my || am afraid the country thinks I have done more! American Governments to ‘“‘ Central America.’ 
referring to his speech. He says that he fellowes || than my share. I am not bound to watch every | Now, what is ‘* Central America?”’? That is the 
the seizure of the islands to be a violation of the || aggression; and if I were to do so, J. should have | point which we had before us the other day, and 
treaty. The Department has no information ong enouga todo. But the truth is, the moment this want to say a word on that subject. Central 
the subject; and yet, sir, as early as 1851, the’) usurpation assumed, as my honorable friend from |) America is a geographical portion of country 
papers were filled with news that the British au-"|| Illinois says, a very flagrant character, so that Why was the term used in thetreaty? Mr. Clay 


thorities were about to seize the islands. The ini- || there could be no doubt about the facts, ortwo ton expressly tells you in his letter that the term 
tiative steps were taken in 1852, and the islands || days afterwards, I brought the subject before the was used on the suggestion of Lord Palmerston 
were seized and converted into a British colony. || Senate. Why Lord Palmerston suggested it, | am sure | 

The honorable Senator from New York [Mr. As to the state of Balize from the time of the do notknow. The result of his usage of it is very 


Sewarp] argued the other day as if Balize, or || ratifiation of the treaty up to the time of this dis- clear, that the British are setting up a claim whic! 
British Honduras and its dependencies embraced || cussion, I have only paid a general attention to it. they never could have had any shadow of title 

these islands. He says he found them marked || I saw the question alluded to in the papers, but get up if that term *¢ ‘entral America’? had not 
blue on the map, the sign of British dominion || what was the nature of the jurisdiction which the been used. Unfortunately Lord Palmerston’ 
everywhere. I suppose, upon the same principle, || British exercised there, I did not know, and {| do suggestion was accepted, and the term ‘* Centra 
if he had found them marked black, they would || not know to this day. I have seen that Great America’’ was used; and it is now contended that 
have belonged to Hayti. It is a curious way for || Britain has not gone on to establish a colony inthe that term meant the States of Central America— 


agentleman to establish a title to territory, be- || usual way, appointing a Governor; but she seems | that it had a po itical sirnification, and was used 
cause he finds it indicated by a particular coloron || to have halted and to have stopped nearly half in that sense, and not in a geographical sense 
the map. He said they were a part of the de- || way. I do not to this day know what kindof ju- Why, you mightas well talk of the political States 
pendencies of British Honduras. There is not a |! risdiction she claims to exercise there, but I do of the Heptarchy. The political States of Central 
sritish statesman who would rise in the British || know now, that, in the very face of this treaty, America had been dissolved, and that had become 
Parliament and make that statement. They were || she, in July last, went on to establish acolony a mere historical designation. There is no such 
never claimed by Great Britain as a part of the || called the ‘* Bay of Islands,’’ and as soon asI did thing as a political community known as “ the 


dependencies of Honduras. Great Britain dis- || know that, I proposed to the Senate to call on the | States of Central America.’’ The States compos 
avowed them as a part of its dependencies. They || Executive for authentic information as to thestate ing that division have 


1 


resolved themselves into 
are not only leagues, but degrees from Balize. of facts there, and why they had occurred. their constituent elements. The governments that 
If the Senator from New York had been as ac- Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator from Michigan | composed it have, after a few years union, become 


urate in his information as he usually is, he would || will permit me, I will read to him from the treaty | independent of one another. The tie that bound 
have found that the dependencies or islands to || of 1786, which defines the rights of Great Britain | them together has been dissolved, and when the 
which he refers, are a little group of islands run- || with the utmost accuracy throughout. treaty was made there was no such thing asa par 
ning along the coast of Honduras; but not these Mr. CASS. The Senator m ay read it, if he || ticular country known by the name of “ the States 
islands, not this large group, which is the key to wishes, after I get through, but | am now occu- of Central America.”’ What right, then, has any 
the bay of Honduras and the Caribbean Sea, and || pying the floor through ‘he courtesy of the honor- man to say that this was a political designation - 
the Strongest position in that part of this Conti- || able member from New Hampshire, and I there- that the term ‘* Central America’’ was used to des- 


nent, Permit me to give the opinion of some || fore trust the Senator will allow me to go on. ignate a political state of things when that state 
writers in relation to the value of these islands. || Mr. HALE. I was about to ask whether it of things had ceased to exist for years ? 

thee is what a Spaniard (Alcedo) says: ‘It may || was in order for the Senator from Michigan, after I understood ‘‘ Central America,”’ in the treaty, 
_ 2¢ considered as the key to the bay of Honduras, receiving the floor from me, to transfer it to any (and many other gentlemen have confirmed my 
and the focus of the trade of the neighboring | one else. understandinz, as referring to geographical ‘*Cen 


. : ” . - : ‘ : ; : : 
countries, Mr. CASS. The Senator is right. ButI had tral America;” and | repeat,—what no gentleman 


— an as writer says they may be con- || another reason for saying a word or two more on has yet answered and what is unanswerable,—i! 
dered as ‘the garden of the West Indies,’ the || this subject, and it is in consequence of an allusion || ‘* Central America,”’ as used in the treaty, meant 
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the States of Central America, what excuse 18 
there for not saying so? If the general geographi- 
cal term embraced a larger extent of country than 
was intended, why was the treaty sent to us in- 
tending to embrace the minor, when, upon its 
face, it seemed to embrace the greater subdivision ? 
Why was not the term ‘States of Central Ameri- 
ca,” or equivalent term, used, showing the ob- 
jects and actual interpretation of the parties to the 
treaty? That is what | want to know, Mr. Presi- 
dent, and that is what no man has told me. 

Now, with respect to the construction of the 
treaty, | believed then, as I believe now, that the 
treaty, according to a fair and reasonable con- 
struction of its terms, includes Honduras; that 
Great Britain gave vp all sovereignty and jurisdic- 
tion over Honduras. That has always been my 
belief. As to the right to cut logwood, if she had 
it at all, she had it in subordination to the dominion 
and jurisdiction of the country, liable, as I under- 
stand, for | have not looked into it, to be termina- 
ted at any time; but at any rate liable to the do- 
minion and jurisdiction of the country, for she 
herself expressly renounced all jurisdiction. Upon 
that I have the same view as has my honorable friend 
from Louisiana; and although the honorable Sena- 
tor from Maryland does not see any difference in 
the views of the honorable Senator from Louisiana 
and himself, | see a very great one. The honor- 
able Senator from Louisiana considers ‘* Central 
America’’ to mean Central America, to include 
all Honduras, and not to exclude a subdivision of 
it, which, on some British maps, is called British 
Honduras. When theterm ‘* Central America ”’ 
is used, it includes the whole of Honduras; and if 
there is any exclusion, it is, as the Senator from 
Louisiana says, only exclusion of a temporary 
right on the part of England to cut trees there, 
leaving the general dominion and jurisdiction in 
the very words of the act of the British Parlia- 
ment, which has been alluded to, in *‘ the State of 
Honduras.’’ That was my view then, and it is 
my view now. 

Mr. HALE. As I have but very-little to say, 
and as I desire to say it in order, | would be 


obliged to the Chair to state to me what question | 


is before the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT. There is no question be- 
fore the Senate. Senators are going on, making 
versonal explanations, which have been allowed 
yy the unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. Then I suppose anything is in 
order. It is rather a singular position to put a 
man into, to have him speak when there is no 
question pending. But, as from the remarks which 
some gentlemen have made, this matter has as- 
sumed an importance which does not suggest it- 
self to my mind, and which is not palpable to me, 
and as | am obliged to form my ideas on the real 
and intrinsic importance of the question from the 
view which other gentlemen take of it, I feel that 
it is due to myself, in view of the contingencies 
which may hereafter arise, to make this a matter 
of some consequence, and to state what my recol- 
lections are. 

I remember something about this treaty. I 
happened to be a member of the Senate at the time 
it was submitted to this body, and I voted for its 
ratification, and | wish to state the distinet recol- 
lections which I have upon the subject. Before! 
do that, however, as there is no particular question 
before the Senate, and as itis a time for explana- 
tions, let me explain another matter. 

l regret to see the tone and temper of some of 
the remarks of gentlemen as having a tendency to 
excite a sort of national prejudice against Great 
Britain. Sir, in saying that I regret to see such 
prejudices appealed to, do not let it be supposed 
that I stand up here as the humble advocate of 
England, because I have not the least concern in 
the world about her. You may get your indigna- 
tion up to the highest pitch you please; you may 
make a direct issue with her on the Monroe doc- 
trine or anything else you please, and it needs no 
prophet to foretell what the end of that controversy 
will be. Why, sir, you will back square out, 
just as you did upon the Oregon question. No 
matter how high your indignation may go, no 
matter to what a fever-heat your patriotism may 
excite you, when the issue comes you will back 
out; you will come down from 54° 40’ to 499°, 
and if that is not low enough you can come down 
lower. Therefore, sir, my anxiety is not for Eng- 
land; but I will tell you what it is: this patriotism 
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must have vent somewhere, this indignation must | 


have a victim, and it will fall on Mexico, or Costa 
Rica, orsome of those little States that are not able 
to bear it as well as Great Britain is. It is for 
that reason that I feel exceedingly pained to see 


so much fever-heat got Up against England when | 
1 know somebody else will have to take theblows, | 


if blows come, because of the fact staring you in 


the face which the Senator from Florida (Mr. 


* 


Ma uory}] stated the other day—I do not know | 


whether or not that statement was made in secret 
session; but if it was, I believe the injunction has 
been removed——— 

Mr. CASS. The injunction has been removed; 
all is open now. 





Mr. HALE. The honorable Senator from 
Florida told you that Great Britain had one 
whip 


Mr. BUTLER. That was in secret session. 

Mr. HALE. Well, lL have not let out much in 
telling you that Great Britain has one ship. 
{Laughter.} As it was in secret session I sup- 
pose I shall kave to stop here. The public can 
take as much advantage as they please of the fact 
which transpired in secret session, that ‘* Great 
Britain has got one ship,’ and I will not state 
what the honorable Senator said about that ship; 


but there is an impression on my mind from what | 


was said, that we are in no sort of danger of going 
to war with Great Britain—not the least in the 
world. 

Again, sir, if these islands are not dependencies 
of Honduras, they do not relate to this subject—I 


beg your pardon, Mr. President; we have no sub- | 
ject before us—but they do not relate to this treaty, || 


and will more properly come before the Senate 
when we shall have some subject beforeus. Gen- 
tlemen are talking about the construction of the 
treaty, and if there have been aggressions on the 
part of Great Britain on any portion of the conti- 


nent, or on the islands of the sea outside of that 
treaty, they do not pertain to the treaty; and if you | 


make an issue with Great Britain on that subject, 


you must take some other form of action than that | 


of arraigning her for an infringement of the treaty. 

{ have said that I was a member of the Senate 
at the time this treaty was before us for ratifica- 
tion. [was not an entirely inattentive observer, 
though I was not one of the distinguished gentle- 
men who were consulted. I do not remember, in 
the discussions which I heard in the Senate—and 
Iam certain I did not hear, in any conversation 
which [ had with any single individual, from the 
time the treaty was signed until its final consum- 
mation—that the British title te Honduras was 
brought into question at all. I did not hear it 
named. I did not hear it mentioned once, directly 


or indirectly, remotely or immediately, in all the | 


discussion which I heard, and in the private con- 
versations in which | took part. The suggestion 
that it related to British Honduras never fell upon 
my ear. But I did hear this: | heard there was 
one of the sovereigns of the earth of whom the 
honorable Senator from North Carolina [Mr. 
Manevum] spoke the other day—but I believe that 
was in secret session—l heard there was a certain 
gentleman on the Mosquito coast who called him- 
self King of the Mosquitos—a dark complex- 
ioned gentleman. [Laughter.] I did hear that 
the British Government was about establishing a 
protectorate over that Mosquito King. Under the 
pretense that this gentleman was a sovereign of 
that coast, Great Britain was extending her pro- 
tection over him, and was in that way “interfering 


with our rights—with the territory which lay in | 


our way, as we were undertaking to negotiate for 
aright of transit across from one ocean to the other. 
[ heard, also, that the relinquishment and renounce- 





ment which was contemplated by that a so | 


far as I had the remotest intimation from anybody 
at any time, in public or in private, related to that 
pretense of right by which Great Britain was seek- 
ing to extend her protectorate over the King of the 
Mosquitos. 
not state what entered into the cognizance or con- 
templation of other gentlemen. I can only say, 


that I no more heard in public or in private—that | 


Ino more thought that the question brought u 

by that treaty. was an abandonment by Great Bri- 
tain to what right she might have in Honduras, 
than I supposed the United States thought of sur- 


I cannot state what was said—I can- | 


ody | 


rendering any rights they had in Louisiana or Vir- | 


ginia. Ido not say that it was not so; I do not 


say that every other member of the Senate did not 


! 


| there. 


ee ; Jan, 12 


construe it and read it exactly dj 
reading and construction. io from m) 
testimony as one of those who were ae oer 
and a voter upon that treaty, and letit se — 
actly for what it is worth. “It is newative 7 <- 
but [ take occasion, as an attempt is mad = 
some importance to this matter, to lay meat give 
testimony before that country and that pub! amivle 
are to judge upon it; and I aver and detinry a 
my honor asa man, and as a Senator thar? en 
heard, nor thought, nor did it enter ‘into Sy ia 
agination until very lately, that the question 
British title to Honduras, be it what it ay _ 
affected one way or the other by the treaty. Fie, 
we have ratified. Having said this much r or 
my seat. a 

Mr. MALLORY. I wish to Occupy the flo, 
for a moment, as a matter of explanation, to ¢ inh 
a sentence which was begun by the Senator ian 
New Hampshire. I believe it does not contra _ 
the rule of the Senate for a member of the onc 
explain his own action, or what he may hina 7 
have said in secret session. I would not Nene 
upon the time of the Senate for a moment rye 
a word upon the subject, if the honorable Sena: 
from New Hampshire had not left unfinished » 
sentence from which a wrong inference mich: p . 
haps be drawn; and if it be consistent With the 
rule of the Senate upon the subject, I will say thet 
when referring to ships, in the remark to whic 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire } 
alluded, | was epdeavoring to present to the Sen. 
ate my view of the condition in which the country 
would be, if the ideas in which some gentleney 
seem at this moment to indulge, prevailed her» 
I was endeavoring to present the condition of th 
country to meet that contingency which seems 
somewhat to —— upon the course of debate 
now pursued. I presented this practical difficulty 


m my 


| These islands, of which we have heard so mych 
“ 


are not dependencies of the British possessions jy 
Honduras. They never have been so considered: 
and notwithstanding the fact that the British Goy. 
ernment has possessed them and colonized them, 
and established over them a government, she never 
had any claim to do so. If you seek a practical 


| issue upon this subject, you have it now fairly 


offered. There is no inquiry necessary. She js 
She has a right to defend them; and my 
word for it, she will never surrenderthem. But, in 


: : = 
connection with that, speaking of the condition of 
| our Navy, I said Great Britain had one ship, 


which, upon a fair field, on theAtlantic ocean, 
would be a match for the entire Navy of the 
United States. 


le Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, this dis. 


cussion divides itself into two distinct subjects; 
and I intend to be very brief upon both of them. 
The first relates to terra firma—the continent; the 
second relates to the islands in the Bay of Hondu- 
ras. Our attention was called to the first by the 
remarks of the honorable gentleman from Michi- 
gan; and the suggestions made by him, and others 
in the course of the discussion, have pretty clearly 
intimated that the treaty of 1850 had been ratified 


| in consequence of something like a suppression of 


the truth on the part of the late Secretary of Sit, 
(Mr. Clayton,) which, had it been communicate 
to the Senate, would nave produced the rejection 
of the treaty by a unanimous vote. 

Now, sir, upon what does that allegation rest’ 


'It rests upon the idea that when the treaty used 





the term ** Central America,”’ it meant to include 
what is now called British Honduras, and that by 
using in the treaty language broad enough to em- 
brace British Honduras, the subsequent explant 
tions which passed between Sir Henry Bulwer 
and Mr. Clayton show that a fraud had been 
practiced upon the American Senate. This 1s !i¢ 
view taken by the Senator from Michigan, founte 
upon an allegation that the geography of 
country—that well-established geographical facts— 
prove that British Honduras falls within the term 
** Central America,’’ as used in the treaty; and 
that has been unfortunately conceded, as I be 
lieve, by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Sewarop,! and perhaps by the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Pearce.] 

Sir, when I voted for the ratification of the tre#'Y; 
I did it upon the ground that all Central Ameriet 
was embraced by it, and that Great Britain wou! 
be thereafter excluded from Central America; ™ 
like the gentleman from New Hampshire I can 
say, as a Senator, that I never dreamed, I neve? 








ir 


“a 








timated in any quarter, that any right 
cat Britain might have, or claim to have, 
itterritory which pro perly constituted 


etl 
came within the scope and oper- 


tral Amel! 


e treaty. 


rica, 


‘ken some little pains to ascertain the 


ive 
| a ohieal fact, what territory properly consti- 
( a] America. I have a book before me 
"a «¢ MeGregor’s Progress of America,’’ pub- 


ong time before any question of this sort 
“THe undertakes to give the divisions of the 
i 
ritory in Amerie a under the ¢ rown, and 
Ane? revol lut one WwW hic h establ lished the 
"he Snanisl ae 
he Spanish terri- 


fey 
\ merican republ lies. 


7 em in question was divided, undér the mon- 
‘nto the Viee Royalty of New Spain and 
) Genel ralcy of Guatemala. The Balize 
pital “Honduras belongs to one of these geo- 
asian divisions. It was either within the Vi 
y New Spain, or the Captain asaskies 
ixctemala. I have looked at the subdiv isions, 
fnd that it does not fall within the Captain 
; vy of Guatemala; and if it be in any of 


Th: isions W ithin the Vice Royalty of Spr un, 
+ denominated Merida or Yucatan; 
1k at the map where British Honduras or 


Realize is placed, you will find that it is sepa- 

vy the Gulf of Honduras from Honduras | 
nroper, which constitutes a part of ‘ Central 
\merica,”’ a name only given, I believe, to the 


ntry after revolution had subverted the mon- 
: y, and when the preceding political divisions 
listricts which constituted Spanish Guatemala 


| the political confederation or State denom- 
ted “Central America.’’ However this may 

_you will find, by looking at the maps, that the 
Ralize or British Honduras is entirely surrounded 

Merida or Yucatan, and neveredid constitute 

ortion of Honduras proper, which originally 
to the Captain Generalcy of Guatemala, 

d fell within Central America upon the establiah- 

ent of that republic. 

There is Mitchell’s map, published in 1849, be- 
his treaty was ratified. It lays down Hon- 
1s proper, it lays down Guatemala, and all the 
States constituting Central America, for Guate- 

in its largest sense, under the Crown of Spain 
Central America as a republic, are, in geo- 

© craphical language, synonymous. They mean the 
® samecountry. And when you look at Guatemala 
p the map laid down by Mitchell, the Amer- 
you find that the Balize or Brit- 

Honduras, is separated from Honduras proper 

tervening Gulf of Honduras. 

ive also a Spanish map before me, and upon 

country called British Honduras is marked 
© inthe Spanish language on the north side of the 


eoeT 


ipher, 


t 8 


and if 
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So much for the controversy in regard to the 
continent—that portion of land lying upon the 
continent. A few words now with regard to the 
islands. 

Is it pretended that this treaty has any relation 
to any of the islands? Who dreams of it? No 
one. An island is not included by name, by ref- 


sort. 


erence, or by anything of the How , the n, 
does that question stand? If you mean to make 
an issue under the Monroe doctrine, in conse- 
quence of the present colonization of islands by 
Great Britain, it is a matter wholly disconnected 
with the treaty. The treaty has nothing to do 
with it whatever. The present Administration 
has had nothing to do with that matter. It is for 


the succeeding Administration to take it in hand. 
It is a subject brought in here without any bear- 
ing upon the past. It cannot be made a basis 
upon which to criminate the Administration of 
General Taylor in regard to this treaty. It is a 
new matter, with which that Administration had 
nothing in the world todo. Itdoes notappear that 
these settlements were made at that time, or that 
the attention of that Administration was called to 
them. So far, then, as relates to the question 
crowing out of the settlement of the islands referred 
to, itis a matter for the incoming eee 
to handle. The present Ac — ration has had 


nothing to do with it. It may constitute i basis 
of a new treaty; but until kes regular dip! 
agencies of the country have taken the sul Vy 
it seems to me that it 1s altogether premature and 
improper for the Senate to be speaking, by way 
of antic ipation, in regard to a matter to which th 
attention of the Government has never been c called, 
and which the diplomatic organ of the country has 
never taken into consideration. 
I have deemed it to be my duty to present these 
| evidences and geographical facts, to show that the 
rhole of the argument, from the 
has been based upon an error in point of geog! 
ical knowledge. Gentlemen have 
the supposition that British Honduras constituted 
a part of that Honduras which is incl ded in, and 
constitutes a part of the Captain ( reneralcy of Gua- 
temala, or ** Central America.’ Ther re lies the 
error. British Honduras is surrounded by Yu- 
a which is claimed by Mexico as part of her 
territory, and as one of the Mexican States. 
Yucatan, however, asserts her independence of 
Mexico. I recollect very well, that when the 
Merida Indians revolted against the authority of 
the State of Yucatan, we had a discussion on the 
subject some years ago, in which the fact of this 
quasi indepe endence of Yucatan from Mexico was 
spoken of by Senators then upon this fl 


ioor. 
If Senators will look at the maps, will see 


omatic 


ject u 


commencement, 
iph- 


proceeded upon 


they 


= Gulf or Bay of Honduras—showing that it does || that British Honduras never was a part of Cen- 
. touch, and never did constitute, any part of | tral America, but detached from it by the inter- 
: Honduras proper, which fell within the political || vening Bay of ee iduras, and surrounded, except 
= division of * Central America,” or the ancient po- |! on the sea-shore, by the Territory of Yu satite [ 
ba ind geographical division known as the || have an impression that Yucatan was a separate 
2 | n Generalcy of Guatemala. The gentle- | colony, not connected with Mexico or Guatemala, 
® man from Michigan, therefore, if he willonly take | at a time prior to the revolution and estailish- 
® ‘ie trouble of examining the divisions of the ter- || ment of republics. However that may be, | feel 
ie ry under the Crown of Spain, and the subse- | confident, after throwing off the Spanish yoke, 
= vent divisions which took place after the revolu- | Yucatan was in alienage with Mexico, and refused 
S tion and establishment of the Government of | for a length of time to acknowledge her authority. 
3 ( ral hiedtin. will find that the country called Mr. BORLAND. I wish to ask my friend 
® the ‘‘ Balize ’’ on some maps, and British, Hondu- || from Kentucky a question. He says that what 
n other maps, never did, either politically or | is called British Honduras and these islands do 
® £eographically, constitute any part of Hondurasf sot belong to what is generally known as the po- 
Se proper, or of Guatemala, or of Central America” litical community of Honduras—the State of Hon- 
m ‘here is, therefore, no expression in the treaty— | duras, or whatever its name may be; and there- 
@ term, no word—which includes the Balize, and | fore is not included within the treaty. w ill he 
me subjects : to the eperation of the treaty. be so good as to tell me to what geovrap L di- 
flere, sir, is the Spanish map, showing the truth | vision of the world these islands, and this ¢ ountey 





mn 
ea 





I have stated. Here is our own map, 
in 1849, before the ratification of the treaty, 
ring oe at I have stated. 





tory 


Honduras, 


Here is also the 

f the times, or, to use a word whic h is 
n vogue, ‘* the progress of America,’’ show- 
at under the monarchy the Balize constituted 


called British Honduras, belong ? 
asking the question is this: | find in the treaty 
that Great Britain not only excludes herself from 
the right of occupying, colonizi ng, and settling 
permanently Guatemala, Nicaragua, Ce 


My reason for 


sta Rica, 
and the Mosquito country, but also *‘ any part of 


E irtof Honduras,Guatemala, or Central Amer- | Central America.’’ Now, does what the Senator 
aoe 18; AY d that, under the republic, it constituted no || calls British Honduras, and these islands, belong 
2 either; and hence was not included in the | to “any part of Central America?”’ 

3 ‘ty. Well might Mr. Clayton say, then, in Mr. UNDERWOOD. In answer to the gen- 
's correspondence with Sir Henry Bulwer, that ,| tleman’s a restion, -may say this: I suppose that 
> \reaty never was supposed to allude to any ll the islands within three lea wwues of the shore in 
mine h interest connected with the * Balize’ or® front of that Honduras which constitutes a part 

mm | Sriish Honduras ’—both meaning the same || of Central penny, eee ania of Central Ameri- 

* eee The latter name was doubtless given to || ca. I think, if i ean be shown that the authori- 

© ,, “cause it happens to bound upon the bay called | ties of Great Brits ain have taken pos of an 


i} island thus situated, it would be a violation of the 




























































That 


treaty. is My Opinion, because al! the is 

ands thus situated are regarded as appurtenant 
and belonging to the main land, according to the 
laws of nations, and hence fall within the usual 
jurisdiction which they exercise; but lam not ad- 
vised, and no one has said that any one of the 





island at Britain has taken possession of and 
is about to colonize, 1s thus situated. Without a 
k iowledee of the act, therefore, | ‘AMHOt sav 
whether the treaty has been violated or not: but I 
will say, that if she has taken possession of an 
island within three lea ues of the shore, tt 1s a 
violation of the treaty. 

Mr. BORLA ND : The gentleman does ot 
properly understand my question It was, not 
whether these islands beloneed to Mond ' nt 
whether what he calls Bri Hy ' and these 
islands constitute a part of Central Ame i 
and if not, to what eographical division of the 
wor d they do be ne 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, sir, T have al- 
re dy shown that British Honduras is no part of 
Central America, but was part of Yueatan, in the 
\ ce Royalty otf New Spa mw Me Kieo: a | as 
regards the islands not appurtenant to the ore, 
I suppose they belong to that geographical divis- 
ion of the earth which | can turn to on the m: a 
embracing Cuba, Antigua, and all the rest of the 
‘“ West India Islands,’’ and so classified, | be 
lieve, upon all our maps. They are laid down 
upon the maps as islands situated in the Gulf of 
Mexico, and bear the name of ** West India | 
ands,’ and are owned bY me different nations of 
Europe, except [Ha ytt, which has, by revolt and 
massacre, esti iblish ed ne indene I de n e 

Mr. ITLER. Mr. J President, as my { id 
from Kentucky seems to have informed himself 
upon this subject, | wish to propound 
to him, rather by way of informing myself, if tt 
can be answered, than otherwiss Will } he 
ple ised to tell me to what political dominion Brit- 
ish Honduras belonges—whether to Guaten 1 or 
Hionduras? I believe it i ranted that Great 
Britain has no sovereignty there. She has but a 
license right—but a temporary possessior rev- 
ocable right—if | may be allowed to 1 it X- 
pression. I wish to know of the gentleman to 
what a ion that country, to whi has 
this right, does belong? Does British Honduras 


belong politically to 


State of Central 


Guatemala, 
America? 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I Will answer the cen- 
tleman with a great deal of pleasure; because that 
is the thir ¢ which I have been trying to explain 
all the while, and I am just beginning to be at 

‘tended to. British Honduras, or Balize, never 
constituted any part of Honduras proper, either 
according to t he divis ion of the territory under the 
Crown, or under the Republies. Honduras prop- 
er, as laid down upon the map, does constitute a 


Sentral Ame rica. 
Mr. ,;UTLER. Is ita part of Guatemala 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
part of Guatemala, 
geographers, under 


art of ¢ 


Honduras proper, was 
when that name was used by 


the ¢ aptain (seneruicy, to em- 


brace the whole of Central Amer Gauatemaia 
has now amore restricted signification, and means 
one of the States carved out of the territory of 
the confederation upon the breaking up of the 
republic of Central America; but B: Hond 

ras never was a part of Guatemala in any se 

It never was apart of the Central American State 
of Honduras proper; and if gentiemen will only 
look at the map, they will find that what is dl 
British Honduras, is nothing but the Brit! | 

lize. Weconfound places because of the similarity 
ifnames. British Honduras is separated hie 
Gulf of Honduras, from that Hondura: ict x 
in Centra! America, and constitutes a part it 
sritish Honduras is no more a part of Central 
America than is Yucatan. It isa little st of 
country about a huni es long, and ut 
twenty or thirty mile It belonyed, oriein- 


ally, to Yucatan; 
Spain, it belonged t 
Spain or Mexico. 

to which it was thet 





tion severed the authority of Spain, and whe ' 
it, the power of the Spanish Crown wa en 
away, the republics were established, and 
country, called Yucatan, became independent 
Mexico; the Verida ludians, constitu oA rtof 
Yucatan, and holding a portion, perl ‘ 18 


very territory of British Honduras or Balize, as- 
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serted their independence, and were very near es- 
tablishing it some yearsago. Gentlemen can ascer- 
tain all these facts by looking at the maps, and at 
the books which give the information, and if they 
do that, they will find that the Bulwer and Clay- 
ton treaty never had anything to do with the 
Balize or British Honduras—that that country 
never was a part of Central America, and the con- 
cession that it was, is altogether against the truth 
of geography. I rose to state these facts. Having 
done 80, shall take my seat without going at all 
into the inquiry whether Great Britain has any 
title, or right to dispose of the’ soil, and to settle 
the country called Balize, or British Honduras, 
as her colony. It is not only premature, but mis- 
chievous, by such a discussion as this, to under- 
take to settle titles, and to commit ourselves with- 
out a thorough investigation in behalf of the title 
either of England, Spain, Mexico or Yucatan, or 
of the aboriginal Indians. 








will not go into that question at all. I will not 
undertake to say how it is that at this late period 
it could have entered into the minds of gentlemen 


that this whole matter was adjusted by the treaty. || 


How they should have got such an idea, is to me 
inconceivable. 

This matter, in the way in which it com- 
menced, was a very beautiful political operation; 
and if it is to be carried out to the extent which 
the language of gentlemen seems to indicate, it 
may lead to a declaration of war against Great 
jritain. But I rather apprehend that what the 
sagacious Senator from New Hampshire has fairly 
and justly predicted will be the result—an igno- 
minious backing out. 

Sir, with a view that men’s minds may settle 
down from the extreme agitation growing out of 
this infuriated debate, I now very humbly submit 
a motion which I apprehend will meet with the 
universal concurrence of the Senate, and that is, 











a SD 





| the last report embodied in this, so that they m.. 
go together. It would make the volume of a aay 
size for binding; and we should then he a 
disseminate all those valuable tables of man . 7 
| turing, and other statistics that were spread befn, 
the country in the Congressional Globe during the 
| last session, in the form of a manual, so that zh ne 
' could be preserved. It will make a compend; ey 
of the census in the shape of a small vohihe on 
/manual. I would therefore suggest that the re . 
lution be recommitted to the Committee on Print 
ing, with instructions to inquire into the expedi, 
ency of having reprinted and published in the sq : 
small volume the tables of the last report. _ = 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. t 
jection at all to that. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would in: 
_ the gentleman from Georgia if he refers 
bles printed in the Congressional Globe 
sion ? 


have no ob. 


{Uire of 
to the ta. 


i 
| 
| 
last ses. 


Mr. GWIN. I move that we proceed to the that we do now adjourn. 


consideration of the special order of the day. 

Mr. MANGUM. Will the honorable Senator 
withdraw that motion for a few moments? 

Mr. GWIN. I would submit to the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina that my object is to 
get up the special order, and then adjourn upon it, 
80 as to have it come up early in the morning as 
the unfinished business. 

Mr. MANGUM. Perhaps we do not défffer as 
to that point. 

Mr. GWIN. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr.MANGUM. Irise, Mr. President, simply 
for the purpose of remarking that, in my humble 
judgment, this whole discussion is useless for any 
public purpose, and injurious to many interests 
now pending before Congress. Thisdebate started 
originally with a sort of assault upon the late 
Secretary of State, John M. Clayton, and the late 
Whig administration of General Taylor. That 
assault has been repelled most signally at every 
point of the line; and with the fecundities of our 
Democratic friends, it has undergone a Protean 
change, and now it is war with Great Britain. 
Sir, I hope the resolutions will be introduced, and 
referred to the appropriate committee. 

Mr. SEWARD. What resolutions? 

Mr. MANGUM. Resolutions of war with 
Great Britain, to be sure. [Laughter.] They 
have given up the assault upon John M. Clayton. 
I predicted yesterday, in Executive session, that 
they were doing more for him than he would per- 
haps be able to do for himself, and to-day a tele- 
graphic dispatch has been received, by which I 
see that he has been elected a member of this 
body, and will in a short time be upon this floor 
as one of our peers, able to speak for himself. 

I think these war measures had better go over. 
There is nothing before the Senate, as I understand 
from the Chair; but if there were I should move 
that it lie on the table. At all events, | shall per- 
sist in resisting any further discussion upon this 
subject. The wounded must take care of them- 
selves as well as they can, or be left to the tender 
care of their associates. There have been some 
curious flutterines during this discussion. Never 
was there an assault made upon an enemy’s line 
in the world which has met with a more signal fail- 
ure. The assailants have been utterly routed; 
and if they can gather up their broken elements 
and amputate the limbs of the wounded, perhaps 
I, for one, shall rejoice. I intend presently to 
move an adjournment, in orderthat we may come 
here fresh to-morrow morning, and be enabled to 
go to work upon useful business, and get rid of 
these mere partisan discussions. It shows great 
alertness and patriotic anxiety to the country on 
the part of those gentlemen who originated this 
discussion. Let these questions be tested in due 
form, and let them not be brought up in this irreg- 
ular manner. 

Sir, 1 am not going into this subject to-day. 
Yesterday, in Executive session, I expressed my 
views uponit. I merely wish to say, in order that 
it may go before the country, that, as a member 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations, it never 
entered into my head, or that of any other mem- 
ber of the committee, according to my recollec- 
tion, that any British right, whether good or bad, 
to the Balize, no matter under what pretense it 
was held, was to be affected by the treaty called 
the Clayton and Bulwer treaty. The great effort | 
was upon the Mosquito king. There we obtained | 
everything we desired; that is incontestable. I | 





y/ They believe that it will cost but a trifle, and have 


Mr. STEPHENS. Yes. 
The motion was agreed to, and Mr. JONES. Are they not all embodied jy the 
The Senate adjourned. | report which was ordered to be printed yester. 


ee 
r. STEPHENS. No, sir, not a single one of 
them; and unless we reprint them there will be no 
access at all to those valuable tables. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer |, Mr. JONES. I suppose that when the repor: 
by the Rev. James GALLAHER. | of the census is completed, there will bea Iq 
TheJournal of yesterday wasread and approved. ee eeETiEhn* et Oe 
vex ; K NS. os ° at will b 
Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled || ate a volume, while the venliat ad Gan 
Bills, reported back as correctly enrolled the fol- || tables wilt eanke a small manual a will do fe 
ang bile: which chereupon, severally recived | reulation throughout the couniy. Ahan 
An ect for the relief of William Speiden; thousand copies can be printed for a very few 


An act authorizine the Mees f the T thousand dollars. mF 
Nee ee ae Mr. HUNTER. I would inquire of the gentle. 
ury to issue a new register to the ship Prentice, 


: | man from Kenttcky, who reported this resolution 
mer ree ny. ror sy ee aa | jf the binding of this book will not cost about 
c ( A P . 5 ; | . ° 
pe : \dwice as much as the book itself? 
An act for the relief of John T. Sullivan; and 


, ; | Mr. STANTON. No, sir, I think not. The 
a An act granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth V. binding will cost about eight cents a copy, and i 
omax. 


Ok, MASE  Licdi:diecueiedbhyaieeeone printing of the book will cost about six cents, 


the House to introduce a bill for the purpose of || mes HUNTER. The gentleman can corre: 
having it referred. ) } ak: 


Mr. LETCHER. I object, and call for the way 7 uk WON, USS ¢ unecaaee at Os pee 
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alan Gad lead ing will cost about $5,000, while the binding wil 
sn pueninemouiaaics agrees: cost between $8,000 and $9,000. Is that so’ 
RETIRED LIST IN THE ARMY. | Mr. STANTON. The binding is estimated to 
Mr. GORMAN. There is upon the Speaker’s || St about $8,000, and the printing about $6,000. 
table a bill from the Senate to provide for a retired || Mr. JONES of Tennessee. I would inquire o! 
list in the Army of the United States. It is im- || the gentleman from Kentucky, if the contract for 
portant that that bill should be before the Com- || binding is not twelve and a half cents a hind 
mittee on Military Affairs if it is expected that it || Mr. STANTON. The contract for binding 
will be acted upon at the present session of Con- || books containing three hundred and fifty = aha 
cress. The bill has passed the Senate several || More is twelveand a half centsavolume. But be 
times before, and has failed in the House for want || fore I made this report I consulted the Contradier, 
of time. I therefore ask thatthe bill may be taken || Who informed me that it could be done for eigh 
up and referred to the Congmittee on Military || CeMts & volume. If you include the tables aed 
Affairs. osed by the gentleman from Georgia, of course 
Mr. ORR. I object to it. it will cost something more to bind the volume 
sini aia : | The object of the committee is to have this report 
BINDING THE CENSUS REPORT. 


. ati : | bound in as cheap a form as possible. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I am instructed | Mr. STEPHENS. I vanes that the tables 
by the (A a a on Printing to offer the follow- | I allude to will not increase the cost of binding the 
ing resolution: 


_ Ratatat yee I sides nee i | book: they will not swell the volume more than 
esolved, That the copies of the report of the Superin- || sixteen pages. 
tendent of the Census, of D e 52 | 7 r Pe catia 
ac ees to be aunt tae eee son Mena capaaeene, Mr. STANTON. if they do not eee if 
under the direction of the House members of the Joint ; more than sixteen pages, I presume the cost ol 
Committee on Printing. '| binding will not be increased. 

I hold in my hand, Mr. Speaker, the report of ||. Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. You have no 00» 
the Superintendent of the Census, rendered to the |} tract for binding less than three hundred and fifty 
Secretary of the Treasury, on the Ist of Decem- || pages. 
ber, 1852, and which was yesterday ordered by || Mr. GORMAN. I desire to say a few words 
the House to be printed for the use of the mem- || in regard to this question. The House of Repre 
bers. itis a large book, as the House will see. It || sentatives at the last session of Congress provided 
contains about one hundred and twenty-five pages, || for the publication of a hundred thousand copies 
and it is too valuable to be sent to the country in || of the abstract of the census to which the ge 
its present shape without being bound. I suppose || tleman from Georgia has alluded. This ses#i00 
this is the only part of the result of the labors of || they have ordered a hundred thousand copies 
the Superintendent of the Census, and those who || the report of the Superintendent of the Census, 
took the census, that will get to the people. The || which accompanied the President’s message, be 
large volume to be published hereafter will be | printed. You are publishing from time tom 
placed in the public libraries, but will never reach || parts of the census. You have already published 
the people. ‘This report is perhaps alt they will || what may be said to be two volumes, unbound, 
ever get of thiscensus. The Committee on Print- || and you have ordered one to be printed duras 
ing oases it will be more acceptable to the ind Yo session which it is now proposed to bint. 








ple, and more apt to be preserved, if it is bound. |) You will then have published in these three vo 
umes portions of the statistical information oth 
directed me to report this resolution. than that which appertains to the number of - 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I agree with || habitants, which such gentlemen as the gentleman 
the gentleman from Kentucky, that it is advisable | from Georgia, [Mr. Stermens,] with his pecu*' 
to have this report bound; but I would suggest to || views, believe this Government has a constitu- 
him the propriety of having the tables printed in || tional right to gather. You will by and by have 
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